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Basic Philosophy

The Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences aims to create
and propose new values and knowledge that can be used as the
guideline for the society of the future. This concerns the realization of
sustainable development and peace for human beings and societies -
that is to say, for example, the policy that indicates what we should do
with scientific technology rather than what we can do with it.

In addition to that, the education must fulfill a significant role for
achieving the goal of “realizing a free and peaceful international
society that fosters diversity” which is represented in “SPLENDOR
PLAN 2017,"the new long-term vision for Hiroshima University.
Hiroshima University has produced a lot of specialists and
practitioners, not only in the fields of school education but also in
home and social education in an area ranging from preschool
education to higher education. In addition to the contributions in
Japan, Hiroshima University has widely contributed towards

the development of human resources in areas of education
development and education in Asian and African countries.

Based on such a background, to allow Hiroshima University to
contribute for construction of world peace, this graduate school also
aims to be engaged in education in the levels from primary to higher
education as the basis for sustainability in Japan and abroad. This
graduate school has two missions, i.e. the science exploration in
various fields that contributes to human beings and societies and the
construction of a sustainable and peaceful world through education.
And this graduate school aims to develop human resources who have
profound intelligence regarding human beings and societies and a
strong interest for fields outside of their specialties and are capable of
cooperating with specialists of other fields, including natural science
and life science, to create the human society of the future.
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Message from the Dean

KOBAYASHI Shinichi
Dean, Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences

The Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences was
inaugurated in April 2020, by reorganizing 16 degree programs in six
graduate schools (Graduate Schools of Integrated Arts and Sciences,
Letters, Education, Social Sciences, International Development and
Cooperation, and Law) into 4 divisions with 14 degree programs.

Although these six graduate schools were integrated into a single
graduate school, it does not mean that the scope of your learning and
research has been narrowed down. The integration is intended to take
over the conventional academic disciplines and establish a new field,
thereby developing greater academic diversity than ever before.

The origins of the humanities and social sciences date back to the
Mediterranean region, India, and China around 2,500 years ago. We
will carry on the wisdom that humankind has learned over several
thousands of years and continue passing it on to future generations,
while taking on the new challenges confronting us today and in the
near future. Although the humanities and social sciences have eternal
histories, this never means that we should treat past knowledge as only

something of the past. What we pursue at this graduate school is
dynamic and practical knowledge that extends across the vastness of
time and space.

As a leading university of the Chugoku and Shikoku region, we at
Hiroshima University will maintain and further develop the tradition of
various sciences that contribute to people and societies. At the same
time, we will seek the ideal states of new humanities and social
sciences that harmonize with emerging societies. Among other things,
the realization of a peaceful world and sustainability are challenges
shared by all people in the world. As we conduct research and
education in the humanities and social sciences, we must also address
these challenges for all humankind, based on the wealth of knowledge
continuously accumulated in these fields, by creating new social values
and methods for solving problems wherever they are needed. To this
end, we aim to lower the barriers between existing academic
disciplines and promote collaboration with the natural sciences and
other diverse fields.
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Characteristics of the Graduate School
of Humanities and Social Sciences

In the education and research area of humanities and social sciences which is
socially required to be re-considered, it is required not only to promote
knowledge of exploration studies that have been traditionally conducted in
various fields but also to create new social values and methods for solving
problems in a rapidly-changing society. To address such a requirement, this
graduate school integrates faculties who are engaged in education and
research in various graduate schools into one graduate school to establish an
education and research organization in which the wall between fields is
eliminated. This organization aims to develop human resources who are
capable of sharing values with specialists of other fields and being engaged
in cooperation for realizing such values by cultivating interest for other fields
than their specialties in addition to the existing academic field. To conduct
the education and research to achieve the aim described above, this graduate
school introduces the diploma program system that specifically indicates the
image of human resources to be developed, diploma policy, and curriculum
policy for the students who want to earn a degree and clearly describes the
purpose and method of cooperation with the education course within and
outside of the major course. It is expected that students will be allowed to
expand their vision and develop their will and capability for communicating
with each other beyond the differences in their specialty fields and
nationality while studying in the same place as students of various fields that
are not limited within the framework of the existing graduate school,
students of various diploma programs with different characteristics, and
foreign and Japanese students who are engaged different issues and have
different cultural and religious backgrounds. In response to the introduction
of the diploma program system, the name of the diploma program is
indicated in the diploma certification in addition to the major course name
and the name of the specialty field to allow students to easily explain their
specialties. The diploma program system consists of the following programs:

This diploma program aims to allow the student to cultivate interest in fields
other than his/her specialty and obtain capability for sharing values with
specialists in other fields and cooperating to realize the shared values while
studying the specialized field in depth and acquiring experience in other fields.

This diploma program aims to allow students to understand international targets
such as those regarding SDGs and domestic and foreign issues to be solved from
the point of view of humanities and social sciences and identify research themes
which should be approached beyond the border of academic fields. It aims to
educate students to establish their specialties by obtaining profound knowledge
and methodology for the core specialized area and foster capability for actively
solving problems while cooperating with specialists of the other specialized areas
from a multi-faceted point of view in the exploration of their own research theme.

This diploma program is specialized for the development of sophisticated
experts in a certain field while aiming to educate students to develop the
sophisticated and specialized knowledge and capability required for
appropriately coping with various problems in Japan and abroad.

This program emphasizes Sustainable Development and aims to train the
students, who possess ability to conduct research and engage in practice
based on the fundamental principles of international cooperation in
development studies through social science approaches, and those who
possess excellent communication skills to collaborate with people from
diverse backgrounds. (Scheduled to launch in October 2020)
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