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May Hiroshima University continue to live up to its name as “the University of Peace”

with a string of innovations

In December 2019, our Higashi-Hiroshima Campus saw the opening of the “Fukuyama-Tsuun-Komaru Nigiwai Pavillion"(*nigiwai is a Japanese word,
which literally means 'bustle') in front of the Central library. The construction of the pavillion was sponsored by Fukuyama Transporting Co. Ltd., The
Shibuya lkueikai Foundation and Yamane Holdings Co. Ltd., respectively. In one of the corners of the pavillion lies the “1st Penguin Club” office, which
is a base for students who are keen to start a business. | would very much like this office to be used by as many HU students as possible. So, while

continuing your activities at any given sports-related club at HU, you are also very welcome to join the 1st Penguin Club.

“A new idea only comes to a person who is always thinking about it” is what | have always thought. In that sense, | think that it is a good idea to start
training your mind in your student days by doing something creative. If you make it a habit to always ask yourself “why?”, you will be able to come up
with new ideas.

HU has now appointed an Executive Creative Manager to the headquarters of the Open Innovation Center, which was established this October. It has
an excellent Intellectual Property Division, where you can learn how to collaborate with the relevant parties, in order to claim intellectual property for
your ideas.

When we ask ourselves whether or not we should be patenting inventions or discoveries that can benefit mankind, each of us may have different
answers to this question. Be that as it may, if you have come up with a world-class invention, you are well advised to have it patented. Otherwise, you
may possibly suffer the following consequences: i) someone else from another country may patent your invention instead, and ii) you may no longer be
able to use the technology without paying for it.

Indeed, first-hand experience has taught me just how important this is. Years ago, | invented a medical device to be used for knee ligament
reconstruction surgery. In the last 20 years, the device in question has been sold and used worldwide, with an annual trade turnover amounting to
between 7 and 8 billion yen. As | did not give too much thought to having my invention patented, someone else from the UK went ahead and did so.
The takeaway warning from this story is that even if someone has invented a new technology, without a patent, royalties will potentially have to be paid
by the true inventor to the patent holder. In this case, what would have been a source of revenue becomes one of expenditure.

On 9th and 10th September 2019, the 4th Japan-Mexico Rectors Summit was held in Mexico City, at the start of which | delivered a speech. Following
my speech, Dr. Maria Elena Alvarez-Buylla, General Director of CONACYT (acronym in Spanish, meaning “National Council of Science and Technology”
in English), delivered her speech in which she said the following: “Mexican people have long benefited from Japanese innovations. From now on,
Mexico intends to generate innovations which can be accepted and used by the people of Japan.” | was moved by her words, because she seemed to
be saying that Japan is a respected country.

It goes without saying that innovations have their pros and cons, and there is an element of danger in that some innovations can be diverted to military
use. However, human beings should be able to control such risks. May Hiroshima University continue to live up to its name as “the University of Peace”
with a string of innovations.
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