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*® The Question “WHY"
IS Important to me. 99

Interviewer: Nakamura Wakano, Ida Yumi, and Riho Ishii
Q: What is your research subject?

My research subject consists of the philosophy of
religion and comparative thought.

Q: What made you have an interest in philosophy and
Japanese philosophy?

Like every human being, the question ‘why’ is
important to me. | asked that question a lot growing up.
| wondered why there were problems in the world.
When | was about your age, | had a major back injury. |
was stuck in bed for a long time and | could not sit down
for a whole year. | spent a lot of time reading and had
even more questions. Amazingly, it was a blessing in
disguise. Because of my many questions stemming
from this experience, | became a philosophy major. |
eventually made Japanese philosophy my primary
subject of research, because | am eager to discover
what is true in the fullest sense, and it seems like you
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need a global perspective to achieve that. | think every
culture has great insights, so | wanted to have as many
good insights and perspectives as possible, trying
always to achieve a unifying perspective. | was
impressed by Japan’s quick and successful
modernization and ability to rebound vigorously, and
by its ambitious spirit to learn everything possible from
the West. This fervent spirit characterized Japan’s
philosophical development. Modern Japanese
philosophers often drew upon traditional Japanese
ideas, such as Buddhism. In a work of modern Japanese
philosophy, one paragraph may be Shinto-inspired,
followed by another dominated by Japanese Buddhism,
and then another by Indian thinkers, and then maybe
Confucianism. All along, the ideas of Kant, Aristotle,
Heidegger, Rousseau, and so on are being engaged in
the same discussion. It's a very global approach to
philosophy that is hard to get elsewhere. For example,
even though European and American philosophy is a
very powerful tool to make sense of the world, at the
same time, when American and European philosophy
appeals to historical examples, Confucianism and
Buddhism and other great Asian voices are typically
absent. | am so grateful for modern Japanese
philosophy because it provides a model of perhaps the
most global approach to philosophy available.

Q: What do you think of Japanese culture?

In general, | believe that we can call Japanese culture
a “high integrity culture.” So, if you promise to do a
certain action or to provide a certain service, you must
achieve it according to a high standard. If you do not
fulfill your promise or if you do not achieve success,
then you must apologize profusely.



Incidentally, the food in Japan is like Japanese
philosophy. Consider mentaiko spaghetti (FH A T- & ¥
77 4), it’s the highly cultivated fusion of Italian and

Japanese food, just like the fusion of Western and
Eastern thoughts in Japanese philosophy.

Also, in Japan you must work very hard and present the
appearance of professionalism. | spent many years of
my life studying and teaching in Hawaii and Guam.
There, even as a professor, you can come to class in a
T-shirt, short pants, and sandals, and the atmosphere
is casual. In contrast, the atmosphere in Japan is much
more serious, and professors typically aim to appear
professional and formal. In Japan, we are often
reminded that we should do our best.

Q: What do you do on your day off?

Now, my family is the center of my life, | have two
young children and | love to spend time with them.
Before having children, playing piano and composing
music was my hobby. | was a part of a rock-jazz band in
high school. | also liked to swim and lift weights
because | like to be physically healthy.

Q: What is one main thing you want to achieve in your
study in your life?

| want my children to be physically, emotionally,
socially, and spiritually healthy people, and | want them
to have happy memories with their father. This actually
connects to Philosophy, which often addresses questions
like “what are healthy human relationships?”, “what is a
good father?”, and so on. So, | see my everyday actions in
life, and not just my scholarly thinking, to be intimately
connected to what Philosophy really means.

About what | want to achieve—I want to write articles
and books and make several presentations that promote
a deeper and more global understanding, and
correspondingly the importance of approaching
philosophy from a global perspective. | also hope that |
can encourage people from different religious groups to
understand, learn from, and cooperate harmoniously
with each other, and to be able to communicate sincerely,
humbly, and clearly with each other.
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There are many things
about Japan
that impress me

Q: Do you have something that made you feel inspired
in Japanese media?

Certainly. | have enjoyed a lot of Japanese animation,
some of which is very philosophically satisfying, such as
the work of Hayao Miyazaki of Studio Ghibli. | also
deeply enjoy the films of Akira Kurosawa. When | can
read, | have enjoyed Japanese literature too; | am
deeply impressed with Natsume Soseki, Shusaku Endo,
and Ayako Miura, for instance. There are so many
things about Japan that impress me. | mentioned the
high integrity culture of Japan, which notably includes
punctuality. The public transportation system is so
good that you can almost always survive easily in Japan
without a car. You can just ride the train or the bus. It
is a very logical society in a lot of ways. The arts and
media of Japan also seem to reflect a sense of
sensitivity to the needs of the community and
harmonious belonging to it.




DO YOU HAVE ANY
MESSAGES FOR US
1GS AND ALSO IAS
STUDENTS OR NEW
STUDENTS NEXT *
YEAR?

Treasure this precious time in your life. Study and inquire as much as you can now, because it will probably be
much harder to do so after you graduate. It will probably be a lot harder to ask questions, and it may be harder to
connect with people from all over the world. So really embrace this great gift that you have now. Indeed, so many
people around the world wish they could have this very precious gift of a university education. As a scholar and an
academic, |, of course, believe that so much of your university treasures are found inside the classroom. But |
recognize that there are also many very precious opportunities outside of the classroom too. Treasure your
friendships.

On the other hand, because you are in an internationally oriented program, it may be a big challenge because
different cultures may have different values and different problem-solving strategies. So, you may sometimes
encounter conflict and misunderstandings. Expect some pain. | think that any kind of education always comes with
pain. But in IGS maybe there’s a little bit of extra pain because you have to learn to communicate with the people
who have very different backgrounds.

On the other hand, this is also such a precious opportunity to enrich yourself! In interacting with people from

other cultures, you may have some eureka moments when you say, “Ah, now | get it! That point of view works
too!”, or, “Wow, that is a really good idea in your country! You know what? | hope | can implement that in my
country when | go back home!”.

You will probably also encounter a lot of crazy things at your young age right now. For instance, romantic
relationships and major heartbreak might be right around the corner! Statistics suggest that the first relationship
for many of you will not work out. But please don’t give up! | was so sure that my girlfriend in grad school was going
to marry me, but she broke it off. Part of me then felt like the whole universe came to an end. In retrospect, I’'m so
grateful that it didn’t work out. I’'m so glad that | waited a little longer, because | was able to marry the most
wonderful woman in the whole world! If you have broken up from a relationship—and many of you probably will—
you will definitely cry for a while. But please don’t cry forever—anticipate the day when you will stand up again and
smile! There is a better tomorrow—keeping this in mind will help you get through your hard time. You will look
back and say, “although that was so painful, that hard time produced something precious!”. There are definitely
going to be ups and downs for you but try to enjoy the whole way through! Treasure every step of your path!
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