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Message from President
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FERIOFVAIAREEN R CIREEZIRS > TWE T, EROEFEEHIZT,8008 A TL A>T AIF68H A E>TWET (202048838 K
A AR THERHIN TV RRERESHSA25BICERINALHOD. FELK. E=RORTADBRITHZAT AfcBEa0F&HICEETTVGE
EHLEFNHDEEA.

LEERFTIEHEEDOAZRZFIEULIFD F Y/ KRABE L HEREOFIEGE  ZEDESAICBSEIFHANEZSENTLTEVWDOEL
Teo KSPK6BTHICTENEHDLANILZI (BEER) H 52 (BEM) ICEELIDIHKRE. 7B 1ENSLANILIT L (EER)ICBIZETFRU .- &
LRF VA TREEDESANENCENZAZER UG HBE—R. 2O TIELTENDET,

FROOF VAL ARITOFECEENREL CWERAEETIET O LEERZOHHBEICH L T4B21 BN SLEICERIITIN2RETES,
OFUEF ZTWEUfce CDZ2—RECBICA S OFEE FEE TROESEN SO MELOKEELHITENIWKIEBZBRDIIEERDEL
12.6 B 15X TCHOEEMRMICEEZLEP—RDALEH1,173#.59,211,000HICH LB HFMEWLE ENE4E] A (2020E883HK &) D4
LT ABEE3ARETIELE U, 3 TIt2BIH DX IEA S e P E b RRICE R TETVWET, SHIEBD E L2 TOARIC DEDEILBAL EFET,

AVTAVREICEFERFT TRDEAF 48BN SHBLE U MAERDP UENE UM 4B 15HICIEERTEZHHZRRICEZIE U,
RITHBRUBH SBEAERCEELRERLFIC. AOFRITINE S ESXKLTDPNAICRTEVWSDIEHDEETAIRAN - IOF VX -O0F
DR TIERY NERZ+MCEBZ FHUWEEFTHIZERINETHDIEEZITNET,

BIZIE AV —Fy NB U THRZEDE LA RBRARF DR EZ BRI TRET ZRBELRAY F0 V#BEMOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses)
MEESNTVWET, AOFB/OBUERUIRIE S5 UIeA Y S VBENBALEE THIICBR Y VT —RICHE>TVKDTIFEWTL L SD,

BERO=—TIL-77—HYVKIETRYNT—TFH 5025V DEELZEBLE T, FTYVHBEOREBEINIIREYA/I\—J1ILRAERY NMCFEN
EBEELRIT 2. %y MERERELEEMHEHZZRNELTNS, IOFBIFCOARDAIEDRNTT 1 &1V FE1—TRRTWEY (2020448 128
FeooHTE) s EEATHRDEOBETIEFHDE TN XY NT—7ERADORNZIEH D EIFTEFE AL

V=0 TARAY VA (RWEER) E WS EENRILSIC REREFEBDIEEFRINIVICENTWREEHDET, FHULWHEIAREDH
TURAK-OOFORRIFHEREADRYNT—IDHD & S5% e HRREOAREEHSTH TR S TNDEBWET,

i&/"é' N

How should we live in the post-coronavirus era?

The novel coronavirus has spread like wildfire across the world, with the total number of globally confirmed cases having exceeded 18 million and
the death toll having risen to more than 680,000 (both figures are valid as of 3rd August 2020). The Japanese government lifted the State of
Emergency on 25th May 2020, but real concerns remain about possible 2nd and 3rd waves of the pandemic. That means that we will have to
co-exist with this virus for many years to come.

Under such circumstances, HU had no choice but to inconvenience all of our students; for example, we had to cancel the 2020 academic year
entrance ceremony, implement a no-entry-to-campus policy, and suspend all on-campus classes etc. Finally, from 1st June 2020, HU's alert level was
reduced to Level 2 (Exercise caution) from the previous Level 3 (High alert). Then, from 1st July it came down to Level 1.5 (Be careful). All faculty and
administrative members of HU are united, committed to supporting all students until everybody is able to make a safe, secure and focused return
to on-campus classes.

HU was amongst the quickest of the universities in Japan to respond to the crisis by launching its ‘Emergency Aid for HU Students’ to its faculty and
administrative members on 21st April 2020. After the news about the Aid was broadcast, many alumni of HU, parents or families of HU students,
and the citizens of Hiroshima gave us warm words of encouragement and kindly donated money to the Aid.

This financial support was for those HU students who have been under financial strain caused by the virus outbreak. When the donation period
ended on 15th June, 1,173 individuals (HU alumni and the general public), had generously made donations amounting to 59,211,000 yen. This has
amounted to 30,000 yen per month to each qualifying individual, and so far, a total of 841 students (as of 3rd August 2020) have received this
financial support. The number of aid recipients who have received a second round of financial support is also increasing. | would like to express my
deep gratitude to those people who have generously contributed money.

After making a concerted effort across the whole university, HU was able to commence online classes (live-streaming lectures or on-demand
lectures) from 8th April 2020. Belatedly, HU started to provide online classes with newly enrolled students from 15th April 2020, by promptly
installing an online class system. | think that we cannot simply put all live streaming lectures/on-demand lectures back to their former teaching
method once we have seen the end of the outbreak of the novel coronavirus. Instead, | think that we should first aim to establish a sufficient level
of internet access and start exploring a new system of conducting classes at higher education institutions in the post-coronavirus era of Japan.

For example, a massive open online course (MOOCs) has been drawing attention in recent years. This is a Web-based educational offering, in which
participating students have access to lectures provided by globally renowned universities free of charge. | somehow feel that an open online course
like MOOCGs is going to set a new standard among universities in Japan.

In his online interview with the Yomiuri Shinbun newspaper (the 12th April 2020 morning edition), Niall Ferguson, an historian and Harvard
Professor, said the following: “highly integrated networks can amplify the rate and extent of an item being disseminated; be it fake news, human
viruses, or malware computer viruses. Once any of them is on the networks, it can spread across them in no time. The networked world is intrinsically
unstable and vulnerable. So, the calamity caused by the novel coronavirus has just shown the downside of networks.” An issue like this should be
addressed at a national level; no one can stop us from becoming a networked society.

As the expression ‘social distancing’ shows, we also need to start accommodating ourselves to a completely different lifestyle. While the ‘new normal’
is becoming established as part of our daily life, the post-coronavirus era seems to be leading us to question once again how the networks between
individuals and the world should be structured, and in which direction our society as a whole ought to be heading.
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