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Lu Yun poetry study

Toshiyuki SATO and YAN Jinzhong

Key Words: Lu Yun, Lu Ji, two Lu, Western Jin dynasty literature, Guan Yanxian

Lu Yun (262-303 CE), known as one of the “two Lu,” along with his elder brother Lu Ji, was
a poet whose works were representative of China’s Western Jin dynasty. Zhong Rong ($##il§), in his
“Criticism of Poetry” (shipin, also known as “Grades of Poetry”), evaluated Lu Yun’s poetry as
being of “middle rank,” along with the other contemporary poets such as Zhang Hua (#:3), Zhang
Han (7:%5), Pan Ni (i%/E), and Shi Chong (fi4%). Zhong Rong made the following disparaging
statement about Lu Yun: “Comparing Lu Yun to Lu Ji is almost the same as comparing Cao Zhi to
Cao Biao. The only reason people call them “two Lu” is because they are brothers.” (i 2 5 -
B FRMBLERZVEA B, IR, M —FE.) What aspect of the poems of Lu Yun drew
such fierce criticism, leading critics to dismiss them as being below the first rank? To answer this
question, one must first make a careful, detailed analysis of Lu Yun’s poems in their entirety. This
paper presents a close examination of Lu Yun’s collection of poems titled Four Epistles for send

and reply, made for Guan Yanxian and his wife (812 55 HE A7 25 P ET).






