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“Just try,
. -

Q Could you please briefly introduce yourself?

A My name is Tatsukawa Keiso. | was born and raised
in Hiroshima, and | have never been out of Hiroshima,
so you can call mea native of Hiroshima. After |
graduated from university in Hiroshima, | became a
senior high school English teacher. Then, | was asked to
teach at a junior college. After that, | was transferred
to a university in Okayama. Several years later, | was
lucky enough to come over to Hiroshima University to
work  for FLARE (Institute  for Foreign
Language Research and Education). | served as director
there for six years. Four years ago, | was asked to work

for1GS as well, so | joined the committee to start up IGS.

Q What is your research subject?

n My speciality is teaching English as a second or
foreign language, especially as a foreign language. | am
interested in finding and doing research on how we can
teach a foreign language, in this case, English,
productively and effectively, or enjoyably. | have
especially done research in listening; how learners can
listen or understand a second language well, and, from
the viewpoint of a teacher, how we should develop the
listening proficiency of students or of learners, and
how we can evaluate students’ performances.

For my doctoral research, | did a lot of work on
Communication  Strategies. @We often have
communication breakdowns, but we need to
overcome and repair them, or avoid those difficulties,
and communication strategies such as rephrasing can
help us. So, | wrote a dissertation on communication
strategies and how we can develop especially high
school students’ communication strategies. That is my
research interest: teaching English as a second
language or foreign language, or what we call TESOL
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(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages), or
TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language).

Q Why did you choose this field, specifically
communication strategies?

A Because English is my second language, so | still feel
much more comfortable if | speak or write in Japanese.
When | was a boy, | wanted to master another language
as well, but | often encountered difficulties, and |
always wondered how | could improve my second
language, English. That was the beginning.

u What do you think is the most important thing
when students study English as a second language?

A You should not give up communicating with other
people, or with listeners, or “interlocutors.” If we just
try, then we can always think of ideas of how we can
overcome, repair, or avoid difficulties in
communication. Just try, try. Interlocutors will also try
to understand you. They will clarify what you want to
say. Also, you can clarify what you are saying yourself.
So, it is a kind of cooperative effort. Communication is
a kind of cooperative effort.




“You should find something that you want to study deeply, or that you

want to stick to. Nobodly, including teachers or parents, can give you

‘your’ interest. You should find it yourself.

Q What do you think is the most important thing to
study here at Hiroshima University?

A You should find something that you want to study
deeply, or that you want to stick to. Nobody, including
teachers or parents, can give you ‘your’ interest. You
should find it yourself. And we can say the same thing
about the research field, or about the title or topic of
your dissertation for your graduation. Teachers cannot
give you the topics, because unless you get interested
in that particular topic, you will not be able to continue
your research to complete your thesis. So, | just want
to say to IGS students, or any students in fact—you
should find your own topic. You are adults, not high
school students or junior high school students, but
adults, so you should find your own topics yourself.

Q And do you have any advice for finding a topic that
you really like?

n While you are a university student, read as many

books as you can, meet as many people as you can, and
take as many trips as you can.
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Q What kind of ability or life skills do you want each
student to acquire until they graduate?

A | think that acquiring social skills or communication
skills is very important. Most of my students are very
smart, and we can brush up on professional skills year
by year. But acquiring good social skills can be very
difficult, and teachers or parents cannot teach these
skills easily. Students need to learn social and
communication skills themselves, by meeting a lot of
people, or taking a lot of trips, or reading a lot of books.
In addition, | want students to remember that we
humans are social beings. We cannot live alone.
Nobody can live alone. We need to live in society. The
smallest unit of society is the family. Even if you stay
single, you still have to work with other people. So,
having social and communication skills is crucial.

1
Read as many

books as you can,

Meet o5 many

people as you can,

Take as many

trips as you can.




. . >
Q Could you please briefly introduce yourself? u What is the most fascinating point of this field?

n My name is Yamada Toghihiro and | am a member of AThe most fascinating part of my studies would be the
beauty or surprising things you find in nature, the sense
of wonder. | was surprised a lot by all the functions in
an ecosystem. Also, | can find many beautiful
organisms there; beautiful animals, flowers, and so on.

IGS. | teach “Species Biology,” which is a course of basic
biology and “Global Environmental Issues from the
Social and Scientific Perspectives,” which is a course
related to conservation biology.

u What field did you study when you were at
university? Why did you choose your field?

Q What do you think is the most unique animal on our
planet?

A From university | kept studying ecology. | entered the
department of biology to study DNA. But the
experiments for DNA were not so fascinating for me at
that time (although | fully acknowledge that DNA lab
work is tremendously important for science). At the
same time, | experienced fieldwork to study ecology
and it totally knocked me over. So, | started studying
ecology to better understand the laws of nature. Then
| gradually shifted to biodiversity sciences because |
love trees, animals, and nature. | love to do something
outside too. From then, | have kept studying this field.

“I think the tarsier is the

t most wonderful, cute, and
§8 surprising animal. | saw a
8 few of them in a jungle in
Indonesian Sulawesi.”

n What is your specialized field at IGS? Why do you “Her body is a

want to teach this field? beautiful black and
white color. And you

n Biodiversity! Biodiversity is diverting, many species should see the

are going to go extinct. IGS opens the door to students babies! A baby tapir

in every part of the world. | teach biodiversity is very different from

conservation because biodiversity is an essential part mature animals. | saw

of the world for people all over the world. some in a jungle in .
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u We heard that you have written a book, too. What
is your book about?

AThis is in Japanese. The direct translation of the book
is “Biology for Justice.” The importance of the
conservation of biodiversity is the main topic. | ask the
readers what the reasons are to conserve biodiversity.

This is based on a lecture | gave at Hiroshima University.

So, for 10 years, | have posed the following questions
to my students:

Do we need to do something to avoid extinction for
threatened species? Choose either “Yes” or “No,” and
provide the reason for your choice?

The majority of students would say, “Yes, we want to
conserve biodiversity.”. But when asked about the
reasons, theystudents would say because biodiversity
is supportsing our lives (to obtainget productsservices
provided by biodiversity). This is a great idea. But at the
same time, | feel it’s a little bit strange too because
biodiversity, for example, the tTarsier, tTapir, and
allany kinds of organisms don’t exist justnot for human
beings. They exist on the earth to live outhave their
beautiful lives, and they survive for the sake of their
own lives, but not for us. We need to respect their life
and pay best attention to the animal welfare or animal
rights.

66 We need to conserve
biodiversity because it is

justice for human beings,
and we need to protect the

right to survive for all
living organisms. 5y

This book answers the above questions. Plus, | ask the
reader whether animal rights protection is actually
justice for human beings. “Human rights” is secured for
all people. Likewise, | think that we should protect the
same rights for animals too. | elaborated the logical
reasons to think so in the book.

In conclusion, we need to conserve biodiversity
because it is justice for human beings, and we need to
protect the right to survive for all living organisms.
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u What ability would you like I1GS students to acquire
by the time they graduate?

ALanguage skills, logical thinking, and mutual
understanding are of paramount importance.

First, of course, since IGS provides international
courses, language skills are very important.

Logical thinking is also important. But this is usually
very difficult for all people to acquire. Students need to
make every effort to achieve this.

Lastly, they should understand each other well,
especially those from other cultural backgrounds. |
think people raised in different countries develop
different ways of thinking, and sometimes that can
cause conflict. It is sometimes difficult to understand
each other, but even though it is a difficult situation, do
not give up understanding neutrally. YOU CAN FIND A
WAY! At IGS, you can make a lot of friends from
different countries and cultures, with different
languages, religions and so on, and this provides you
with a very good opportunity. IGS teachers are ready to
support IGS students in the development of these
abilities.

Q What do you want to do in the future with your
research?

A | don’t think the world has done enough. We have
not been able to find the scientific truth yet. We have
not been able to develop a proper way of thinking yet.
For example, maybe 10 — 20 years ago, not so many
people seriously thought about biodiversity
conservation. But now more and more people are
starting to think about biodiversity conservation.

| want to clarify the reason to conserve biodiversity, |
want to spread my ideas all over the world and finally,
| want to change the world in this way. | know that this
is a very big dream, but | want to make it happen,
perhaps with the help of IGS students.



€€ The main reason
why | became
interested in
Japan was

0 Could you please tell us a little bit about yourself?

A “I firstly came to Japan more than 30 years ago, using
a partnership between Freiburg City in Germany and
Matsuyama City. The main reason why | became
interested in Japan was Aikido. | got interested in
Aikido first for self-defense, but now | have other
reasons to continue Aikido. We usually practice with
many different partners, so it is always different, and
we do not feel bored. (...) 20 years ago, after | obtained
a Ph.D., | came to Hiroshima University to teach
geography and tourism especially.”
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u What is your field of study?

A “Here in IGS, there are three big fields: peace and
communication, culture and tourism, and environment
and society. And | am in culture and tourism, especially
the tourism section. Since my background is geography,
I’'m interested in some places where tourism happens.”

It seems that all people have different interests and
places where they want to visit, and she got interested
in the differences and what influences people’s
destination choice.

Q In the current COVID-19 situation, what is the
importance of tourism?

A “I think people want some change. There has been
some discussion recently why young Japanese people
do not travel abroad anymore, but | still think that
people need some change in their life. So, tourism may
be one part of the change.”

Even in this situation, people are eager to travel to seek
change; thus, in terms of this, the tourism industry is
necessary for human nature.



{;_Eng//;-;h is one of the common necessary tools, but it's not the goal. And

students should learn these subjects widely. 7

Q Do you think it is advisable for people to travel
under the situation of the pandemic?

A “I think it really depends on how you travel. (...) one
problem in Japan is people travel only during public
holidays, and sites will be crowded. It’s dangerous. (...)
People who travel have to think about what they are
doing."

She thinks that travel itself is fine, but she stresses that
how we travel, where we travel and when we go are
important.

u What do you want IGS students to learn before
graduating?

R @ tobveflexible

2 To be active and to take on

challenges

@ To
different people

communicate with many

This year is a very special year, and we need to
adjust to this situation, so flexibility is very important.
In addition, we should be active and do many things,
not just keeping contact with familiar persons but
meeting new and different people we have never met,
which will cheer us up and encourage us.
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u What kind of students do you want to have in IGS?

A “One thing we try to encourage is being
interdisciplinary and having interests in all the other
subjects. (...) English is one of the common necessary
tools, but it’s not the goal. And students should learn
these subjects widely.”

She wants future students who are not only good at
English but also those who are interested in all other
subjects, not just social sciences, humanities, or natural
sciences.

Q Advice to future IGS students

A “We need diversity.” She recommends you (future
IGS students) to learn about what students are
researching and learning in IGS. You have the
opportunity to collect information about IGS by using
open campus online. She hopes to get more students
around the world, and she wants students from
different fields and students from different places to
join us in the future.

GE e need diversity.
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