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Aiming to become the first national university in Japan to achieve decarbonization

What kind of world should we be aiming for?

On 26th January 2021, three organizations---HU, Higashi-Hiroshima city, and Sumitomo Corporation---concluded a
‘Comprehensive Agreement on Promoting Mutual Collaboration’. Following that, HU made ‘A Declaration to become
Carbon Neutral x Smart Campus 5.0 by 2030. HU is the first secondary or tertiary educational institution in Japan to declare
carbon neutrality.

In order to achieve the Japanese government's goal of achieving carbon neutrality in a green society by 2050, the
development of state-of-the-art technology and futuristic decarbonized towns/cities is essential. To move towards
enhancing HU’s international presence and value, | would like to make HU's ecological stance---that of being committed to
the realization of a decarbonized world through research & education and international collaboration---clear and visible. This
process will enable HU to involve as many domestic/overseas municipalities and companies as possible.

On the day of HU’s declaration, Shinjiro Koizumi, Japan’'s Minister of the Environment, kindly sent HU an impassioned
message: ‘As Minister, | will do my best to inform Japan and the rest of the world about HU's thoughts on carbon neutrality
in Japan. | am very much hoping for inspired and enthusiastic input from the younger generation, specifically each and every
HU student, regarding ideas and actions for decarbonization. Let's work together towards this goal!

The 250-hectare area of HU's Higashi-Hiroshima Campus---equivalent to 53 Tokyo Domes---comprises hilly terrain at an
altitude of between 200m and 340m. The Campus is one of the leading university campuses in the whole of Japan, blessed
with an abundance of nature, and as of 2021, more than 70 endangered species were confirmed in the area.

With the Declaration in place, | would like HU to achieve carbon neutrality by offsetting the emission of carbon gases on HU
campuses---including emissions generated by HU members while commuting--to zero in real terms. As the first step for
realizing a Smart Campus 5.0, HU has started the test driving of auto-navigating shuttles on campus.

HU is committed to thinking about the future of Japan and the world and is attempting to overcome challenges into the
future.
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