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University, asked me if I'd like to go travelling
with him, | leapt at the opportunity to go to
Shikoku for a few days. Both of us are from the country3|de SO we
were keen to explore the
more rural side of Japan,
and since both of us have a
keen interest in history, we
hoped to visit castles and
other sites of interest.
Because Japan has an
extensive and efficient train
network, we decided that —#ICik& L7 RAL
this would be the best way to travel.

SEBUBILEMNH TORRICHEE?

On our first day in Shikoku we headed to the town of Kotohira. We
hoped to see Konpira-san and
so decided to walk all the way
to the top. It took quite a bit of
- effort, and because we were
interested in various things
along the way we spent a lot of
time wandering off the path. By
the time we got back to the
bottom it was dark. We then
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spent the night in a Ryokan in Kotohira. It was my first experience at a
Ryokan, and it was certainly an interesting and exciting one, though
neither | nor my friend had the courage to enter the onsen. The thought
of being naked in front of others was far too embarrassing for us.

RFIBLBOFTROFEEDIE .

The next day we went to lya Valley. Both my friend and | enjoyed
walking in the countryside and had hoped to climb to the top of one of
the hills. Unfortunately the paths in the area were not very clearly laid
out and we found ourselves trekking through a forest, completely lost.
With night approaching, we 2 o8 B

realised we might be in trouble :
if we missed the last train we
could be stuck in the valley all
night. Then, suddenly, we found
an old, seemingly abandoned
shrine. As fascinating as it was,
in the twilight it was also
incredibly spooky. '

BEICRUEVRBRIUN. BRES FI)ADHEZLNS,

Fortunately we managed to get on the last train and began the journey
to Matsuyama. The next day we eagerly went to explore the castle and
were particularly interested in noting the differences between Japanese
castles and the European style castles to which we are accustomed.
The day after this, | returned to Hiroshima. | thoroughly enjoyed my short
time in Shikoku and | hope to have many more adventures in Japan.
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