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0 What is your field of study?

A amacultural anthropologist which is the field
of research that concerned different cultures of
people around the world. My research field is
Ethiopia, which is a country in Africa, and what |
especially do is interview people with HIV in that
country to find out their experience of living with
that disease or virus. My research field is medical
anthropology, which is the branch of cultural
anthropology. If you are a medical anthropologist,
you are concerned about the illness experience of
people in different parts of the world. My research
is about the experience of HIV in Africa. Although |
am not a medical professional and | do not cure
their illness, | just listen to what it is HIV patients
in Africa from the patients. For example, | listened
to the story of a woman who was an HIV patient
and knew about the discrimination against HIV
patients, and holly water, which is said that HIV
patients can be healed by drinking. By the way,
now | started a new project to study the impact of
COVID-19 on people with autism and their families
because | see some of them are very suffering
from the situation. Also, | had to stop the research
prqject because of the pandemic.
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Qs your research field influenced by
COVID-19?

A Yes, a lot. Since this situation started, | have not
been able to go to Africa and other foreign
countries. Even in Japan, | cannot move around so
| stay in Hiroshima.

QWhy did you want to be a
university professor?

R When | first graduated the university, | had
joined a pharmaceutical company and have
worked for 2 years, but at the same time, |
sometimes thought it was not something that |
wanted to do for the rest of my life, so | quit the
job and started to study anthropology under the
professor who was doing research in Ethiopia.
That is how | started my career as an
anthropologist.

0 What kinds of students do you want
to study together?

A | want to communicate with many students each
of whom has different characters, attitudes, and
backgrounds because | can find many different
elements from them. Moreover, | particularly like



to see students who are open-minded because the
world is changing very rapidly now with the much
news from around the world like COVID-19 and we
must change our behaviors. If you are open-
minded, you can quickly learn and adopt a new
way of the life and may be able to think about
helping other people in difficult situations. That is
why | like those people who are more open-
minded and can understand the problems of other
people.

0 How was your university student life
and what did you do at that time?

A At University, | majored in law, but | sometimes
thought that law study was boring. In 1988, when
| joined the university, time was very important
because Japan was still one of the largest countries
in the world and young people felt that Japan
continued to be like that, and they could find jobs
much easier and get credits of university courses
were also easier, so | was not very serious about
studying, to be honest. When | recall it, | wish |
studied more during those days. When | joined the
graduated school, | had a hard time catching up
the other people who already read so many books
about cultural anthropology. If there was anything
good about my student life, | traveled a lot and
studied societies outside Japan, and | talked to the
other students a lot about our lives.

0 What is your favorite food?

A\ like all kinds of food like Japanese food and
Chinese food, but especially | like Ethiopian food
such as roast mutton.

b

l.:|I | ] g I = b
An Ethiopi dikgrthiotox Church?
e

==l |
_In Addis Abah&

23

0 What are your hobbies?

A when 1 was a university student, | liked traveling
so | traveled around many foreign countries like
Thailand, Indonesia, and New Zealand. | also
traveled around Japan and went to Hokkaido
carrying a mountain bicycle. After | became an
anthropologist, traveling abroad became part of
my job so now my hobby changes to watching
movies.

QWhat is your first impression of
Hiroshima University?

A was in Kyoto, which is a small town and
university located in the middle town, so the
setting environment is very different. Hiroshima
University is surrounded by green, and | like this
atmosphere. Moreover, the students are very
serious about studying or research. Now | am
teaching the IGS students here and their speaking
ability in English is more than | expected. | think it
is better if they develop their skills in talking about
their own opinions like speech or debates. Overall,
my first impression is so positive, and | am very
happy to teach students here.

Q Which countries which you have
been to do you like the best?

ALet me say Ethiopia because that is the country
where | have many friends and | spent many years.
These days, | also travel to Uganda which is in
Eastern Africa. | found the people are very kind
and the dishes are so delicious, and the weather is
particularly good, not so hot, and not so cold. | like
to visit African countries.

Q Message for the IGS students?

A Now, we are in a difficult situation because of COVID-
19 so my own classes must go online, but you can
continue learning until | believe the situation will be
getting better. All of us can talk about the problems we
experienced during the COVID-19 situation, and we can
also think about how we can change this situation for the
better for preparing ourselves for another pandemic or
disaster coming near future.





