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International Students Roundtable

Q. Introducing yourself.

Hana: Ok | will go first. Hi everyone, my name is
Ong Ai Lin. You can call me also Hana. I'm from
Malaysia, but | also have a half-blood of
Japanese. I'm in the second grade of IGS. I've
just arrived in Japan due to a Pandemic. I've not
been able to go and experience living in Japan
yet. Hopefully, from now on | can do so.

Enochs: My name is Enochs Seki. | came from
Hong Kong. I'm studying at IAS. I'm studying
biology Now | mainly use Japanese, but it is still
difficult for me.

Rinka: My name is Rinka Kaku. I'm from China. |
have lived in Japan for 7 years, so | came to
Japan when | was in junior high school. Now I'm
in IAS and | study physics.

Trung: Hello everyone. My name is Trung. | am
from IGS. | came from Vietnam.

m. Why did you decide to come to Japan?

Hana: For me, it is because of my ethnicity. I've
lived the whole of my life in Malaysia, | got a
chance to connect with my other part of my
culture, so coming to Japan was almost like my
dream or something. This is the main reason
that | wanted to come and study in Japan.

Trung: My reason to study in IGS, in Japan. It
likes lucky for me to study in IGS because |
remember that in July 2019. | was trying to pass
the final exam University of Japan which is
Hiroshima University. And | passed.

Enochs: Congratulation. My reasons are so
simple. When | was a child, | watched Japanese
animation and manga. | would like to try to live
in Japan just once. So, | come here and | hate
Tokyo because | live in Hong Kong.

Grace: Uhh... It is a town.

Enochs: Yes, so it's enough for me. So | chose
Hiroshima and | enjoy life in Hiroshima.

Rinka: | came to Japan due to my father’'s work,
so it was not my decision.

Grace: So, do you maybe have a plan to go back
to China?

Rinka: I'm thinking to study abroad in graduate
school.

llZ. How have you found out about this
program?

Hana: For me When | looking for Japanese
Universities. Every year before the pandemic,
there is a big fair where a lot of different
Japanese universities will come to Malaysia and
promote the university. We looked around the
booth of the universities. Actually, | was thinking
of enrolling in another university, but | changed.
| met the IGS counselor there and she
introduced me and my mother to this IGS course




that this course is an English course it basically
doing and teaching something that | wanted to
do. Moreover, since Hiroshima University is a
public university, | thought it would be more
affordable than other universities that we were
looking to. So after finding this university,
started to work towards coming to this
university. That is how | found this university.

Rinka: | was in a Japanese high school, and |
just searched faculty Benesse's website. | didn't
want to study only physics but also other
subjects, so | chose this Integrated Arts and
Science.

Trung: Just like Hana, | also had an orientation
event in Vietham and many Japanese
universities came and introduced themselves.
Actually, Hiroshima university was at the bottom
of my university list because | prioritize science
more and | did not want to study social science
but then something happened to me like | got
interested in some of those Japanese
universities about the science course. And |
found that the Hiroshima University has an IGS
course and at that time | can improve my social
science course, so now I'm studying at IGS.

Enochs: Actually | wanted to study neuron
science and IAS provides brain science classes
at the same time, | wanted to learn psychology
and philosophy. So this course is best for me.
And | want to train my Japanese skill, so | chose
IAS, not IGS.

II:'I. How did you prepare for the entrance
exam?

Enochs: | studied in a Japanese language class.
And | bought some exercise books all in
Japanese. And | took the exam called EJU and |
also had to pass the interview test of Hiroshima
University. Since all of these tests are taken in
Japanese, they were difficult for me. Especially
the name of atoms and living things are
Japanese, so they are totally different.

Grace: Change all that you had learned had
changed.

Hana: Yes, | guess when you are new to a
language when you do science is the very, very

Enochs: Frustrated.

Grace: How about others?

Rinka: | prepared just like a normal Japanese
student. | passed the selected Chinese in center
exam instead of English, so | didn't study
English for the entrance exam.

Trung: International students in IGS had to do
two essays, right? And | had to submit the score
of IELTS or Toeic, or SAT.

Enochs: How many scores do we need...?
Maybe over...

Grace: | only remember the IELTS score. We
need over 5.5 | guess.

Enochs: 5.5 is easy.

Grace: Yeah, when | hear the first time, | thought
it quite low.

Hana: | guess it is made up for essay is more
important than English, maybe disorder and say
opinion is base of the entrance exam in IGS.

Enochs: Do you guys take the paper exam like
mathematics...?

Hana: We didn’'t do that. We just asked to do
two essays and submit the score in high school
and interview.

M What do you wish you knew better before
coming to Japan?

Trung: | wish | knew more Japanese.
All: Yes, that's true.

Hana: On the topic of language. | wanted to
know basic knowledge the things or manners as
an adult. And basic knowledge of technical
terms in Japanese because | had a problem
when | register at the city hall.




Enochs: If you know words like Kole, Sole,
Ale (this, that). We can order some food, and so
on.

All: lololololol

Grace: How about Rinka? Like it will gonna be
interesting because interesting for us because it
is very different from us.

Rinka: Before coming to Japan, | wish | could
know more about Pokemon and some manga. It
was difficult for me to be common.

Grace: Yeah, that's different.

Qﬁ. What things from your home country do
you miss in Japan?

Enochs: This is the most difficult question.

Trung: For me, it'll be something like ingredients.

It's a special ingredient in Vietnam.
Grace: It is difficult to buy in Japan?

Trung: Yes, we can buy the same thing in Japan
like soy source, but the tastes are different.

Hana: | would say for me. | don’t have a serious
necessity. Actually, I'm quite comfortable with
ingredients and food in Japan because | have
Japanese and my mother makes Japanese food
all the time and it is very easy to find Japanese
ingredients in Malaysia so | don't really have an
issue with the taste or for anything and | used
to it. But | have many foods that | miss. | brought
it when | came here but it has all run out now.
So | wish | could bring more food.

Enochs: Maybe some books written in mother
tangs because in Japan, it pretty expensive for
me | think. Also, your laptop is necessary for a
new life in Japan because you don’t have money
to buy a good pc. So we need a laptop, books,
and snacks are very necessary for us | think.

uﬁ Mention some major difficulties you have

encountered in your dairy life in Japan.

Hana: for me, none in particular because my
mum really kind of emphasize making sure that
she makes sure that her children kind of
experience a little bit of Japanese culture. And
we go about daily life. And | have a lot of

families here as well. So, whenever we come and
visit them. It is more like a nice reminder or
somethings like that. And we are always looking
forward to coming back to Japan. We are not
hear really often. So, there is not very much
difficulty | would say in term of culture. But,
obviously, the first few times it is a bit hard
getting use to Japanese habit or manners. But |
guess once we experience to a little bit more.
You do it by instinct. So, | would not say there
is difficulty at all.

Enochs: For the difficulty, maybe you can say is
that you have to understand some Japanese
words that are not actually Japanese word. For
example, H#& B, you would never learn some
words like this. And then first time, you hear, for
example 7=U'%, you have no clue no idea for this
word. And then you just have to ask your friend
what 7=U'% mean. They would try to explain to
you, and most of the time you can understand
it.

Trung: | also think that the most difficulty in
living in Japan. For the second thing, | think
living alone. You have to be responsible for
everything.

Rinka: | can speak fluent Japanese, but
sometimes my friends treat me as a Chinese or
Japanese. It is like a mixture of both Chinese and
Japanese culture. But when they talk to me like

CHFIEDLETEONSLRH VRl EE

m. What can you tell us about your study
experiences at Hiroshima University?

Rinka: Because of pandemic, we could not
experience the real university life. Everything
was online class. | wish | can have group work
or discussion class. It was just like | have to
watch the lecture videos and then submit my
assignment.

Enochs: Actually, we have our studies log in this
university for one month or two months. Just
this year from April. It's not all the online lesson.
| pretty enjoy the lessons in IAS because the
professors are pretty nice, and the contents are
very interesting for me. | like the biology and
this university is pretty good for me. Yeah this
is all.

Hana: | would say not exactly to... | would not
say this is like criticize, but more | would say..as




a feedback for university is | have the feelings
that they are not really used to international
students yet. Because see how | don't think
there is a big demographic of people from
another countries. So, that's what | feel. So, it's
...l think that a lot of the faculties, and | would
say stuff members have a really difficulty dealing
with international students in term of language.
So, whenever we have things to ask about our
academic or you want help on settling in or ....
Usually, things that students would ask. They
are not really sure how to help us. They kind of
keep referring us to this person, that person.
And it feels really cool in my opinion. And like,
you think that students are having trouble
already issues with language. | would feel a least
to have some sort of policy or somethings where
stuff members or faculties’ members can do
something to help international students.
Whether that be employing someone who can
speck basic command of two languages. Or at
least English | would say. Like you do not have
to employ a big number of the staff who speck
so many languages, but at least English. And be
able to at least have basic conversation with
international students and tell them yeah that’s
what you need to do. If you need help, you can
refer to this. But it des not seems to like there
are a lot of support from the school. Especially,
| would say for the students who are on
scholarship like MEXT. At least, they have a little
bit support from MEXT. Like MEXT kind of
handle most of things that they need. But, for
students like myself, who are privately funded, |
do not feel like there is a big support from
school in term of helping international students.
And to the point where | have to ask for help
from my mother. And she has to send email from
different country be like “oh my daughter, she
needs this and that”. And then finally, they
understand ok this is what she was asking. It's
very inconvenient in my opinion. So, having
someone who can help in term of the language
will be very useful for the international students.
So, | guess that not to criticize the school, but |
hope it turns into some sort of feedback that
could help and hopefully attract more.
International student to the school because it is
a very good school. It's just that there are some
certain things that they need to help all
compromise to attract more international
students.

Trung: Yeah, actually in Hiroshima university,
only IGS which is English. Boss, it already like
rank top 10 university in Japan. | think if

Hiroshima University can expand more English
assistance. They can rank higher.

Enochs: Also, maybe, they can provide more
English lesson. Like in IGS, you can do it in
science department, or other departments. It is
pretty good for international students and also
for Japanese students. They can take this class
to learn more English, special term in biology,
chemistry, something like that.

IIB. What are your impressions about dairy life
in Saijo?

Hana: yeah, | would say my answer is the same
as my school answer.

Enochs: lololol

Trung: | would say in the winter. It is really cold
lol.

Enochs: yeah yeah it is really cold. And in
summertime, it is really hot lololol.

Hana; And a lot of Bugs lololo. And it is really
mountain here.

Enochs: And sometimes, you can see a lot of
animals in our campus. Please, enjoy your life in
Hiroshima university lol.

Hana: | would say that season change here is
very nice. Well, | would say the only time that is
very nice is during spring or autumn because
that's when it's very vibrant. So, with all the
nature around you, it's very vibrant and the
temperature is not so hot and not so cold. It is
the nice atmosphere. | mean fresh air.

Echos: we have a lot of cherry blossom in our
campus. So, it is very nice, and we can take a
beautiful picture for Instagram or Facebook. Lol

Grace: So overall, it is far inconvenient, but very
beautiful.

Qg. What is it like being an international
student in Japan?

Echos: well, how to say | don't think | am an
international student now because in IAS, |
mostly use Japanese every day. So, | would say
| am foreigner try to be Japanese now.




Hana: | would say they are unique but
disadvantaged and advantaged at the same
time.

Grace: really?! Lol for example?

Hana: Yeah, you know you see that you came
from different countries, but at the same time,
there are some certain things that you can do as
a foreigner. But. | would say we itself and other
areas that we don't. But in terms of without
seeing better or good, | don't think those things
it's a bad or good thing it's. Kind of. Explain but
if you feel you stand out a lot. Sometimes in a
bad way, more times in a good way. And
sometimes when you want to stand up. Or
sometimes it's | guess the beauty of is being an
international student. Sometimes | feel the
difference in culture. Maybe that might be a little
bit more. Started. So things that we are more
willing to speak out on Japanese or not just
building the speaker. | think it's some ways we
that. Some real benefit 2 Japanese students
sometimes. And, um. | guess the bottom line
here is a boat. students trying to learn the same
things. You know it's just our nationality is about
culture is a little bit different, but. Yeah, | guess
that's it's a way we get along. Move sometimes
we get. We get along despite our differences in
culture and nationalities so. Um from one. | don't
feel like | am being discriminated against. | don't
feel. | feel go a lot of the students here are. Great
open and not like you like Florida or something
like that, but they're morons. Willing and
everybody happy that we add have international
students as their classmates. So that's
something that I'm very happy about, but
hopefully obviously with the pandemic now
we're not able to communicate or speak to our
classmates as much as we want to. That's just
why | feel that we haven't gotten many
opportunities to interact with each other. So
that's why we have online classes and
everything you don't feel special in show their
international students because everyone is
doing the same thing.

Echos: Yeah, and you can't see anyone yet. And
that's why | do not friends.

All: lololololololololol

Trung: but | think, we, international students
should have like some people from the same
country in the school. For example, have two or
three Vietnamese students in IGS. So, they could
have their community. Like Grace, you have your

brother. It is more convenient for you then you
want to speak to your family.

Grace: lol

Echos: | think you guys can do it easily in IGS. In
IAS, there are only two international students.

Rinka: | don’'t know who else is international
students in |IAS.

Echos: Well, there are me and another Korean
girl (?). | don’t know.

Hana: | love how you guys do not know other
international students.

Trung: But | think the number of Chinese
students in |AS very large right?

Hana: yeah, | guess. And that is why | agree that
international students should be at least have
their community where people speak the same
language as you do. So yeah, | think that's that
will be very helpful to align international
students in IGS especially. If we are able to
attract more international students, yeah.
Grace: Yeah and like, you are not alone.
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This year, we tried a new way of interviewing.
Although there were many difficulties in organizing the
interview, thanks to support from other members we
successfully finish HISHO 98th. | am very glad to have
an opportunity to be involved with HISHO.

Gesree Komolsiriku

This is the second time I've taken part in this project.
It was both challenging and exciting this year because
| played a different role in the process. My favorite parts
were the interview and designing the cover. | was
worried about whether | had completed both portions
perfectly. | hope everyone enjoys our publication. Also,
thank you to everyone working on this project.
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ZEA

| could cooperate with my partner and listen to the
wonderful experience of studying abroad form senpai.
That was a special experience for me. | really hope
everyone enjoys reading it. Thank you very much!

A/EME

| had an interview with a senior student about
studying abroad. It was a very valuable experience and
| am glad that | joined HISHO. Thank you very much.

FrE{—sE

| conducted an online interview with senior. | really
appreciate thatl am involved with HISHO and sharing
seniors' great experience and valuable advice for
many people. | am grateful for everyone's cooperation.
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It is my first time to be involved with the Hisho project
as a supervisor. Reading through students’ explanations
and teachers’ elaborations, I feel a sense of hope for a
brighter future arising from the deep chaos and
tremendous suffering which surround us at the moment.
I am grateful for this opportunity to get to know
teachers and students outside the official professional
context — this allowed me to gain insights into my own
role in impacting the future by increasing my
contribution to the present and by learning precious
lessons from the individual and collective past. I am
looking forward to meaningful cooperation with
teachers and students, both vertically and horizontally
within the academic environment, while daring
pragmatic expectations for a better world for us all.
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