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TYAINCANADA

Alice Hamilton Luther (tmzE-—2m%)

One of the areas ¢

) of study offered as part of the University of
Lethbridge (Canada)

Fhes Division of Theatre and Dramatic Arts is called
) e«;tre for young Audiences (TYA). TYA refers specifically to the
€velopment and production of plays by adults for children.

The first step in preparing adults for the process of creating plays

for chi i P isps i i
children is to introduce them to exercises in which they attempt to

“get in touch with the child within”
Next, adults must e e

st e Smdemze:::}z fa_n'liliar' with th'e Ainterest.s and profiles of téday's youth. As
- miliar with television, radio, computer and cinematic offerings

asis in the TYA curriculum is on contemporary children’s literature and

uently used as a springboard for discussion.

onduct interviews in the schools to identify subjects of interest to their

s the children themselves are the most valuable resource to TYA

for children, the emph
music which is subseq
Some students ¢
young audiences, a
practitioners.

The TYA plays are generated in th

work e University theatre classroom setting where students

emenslif:legftzulls ffor several week-s to scTipt and rehearse the plays which then embark on an

Ur ot schools.  The immediate reaction from the children and written feedback

from the teachers may send the groups back to the drawing boards to rework the material so
some plays undrgo a workshop phase as well.

There are only a handfu] of universities in Canada which offer TYA programs, so most of

the work for children is produced in the professional thedtres. The University of Lethbridge

T‘.(A program reaches 7,000 children each year with its program. offering entertainment and
heightening cultural awareness.

Tha University of Lethbeidge
Depurtment of Dramatic Arts

TYA 1994 SPRING TOUR!

Read To Ruin

o
o
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