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Researchers Leading the World

At the top of research on Italian |
criminal law and French juvenile law m. -

For several years, Prof. Yoshinaka has been teaching an
intensive course of over 30 hours on Japanese criminal
law at the China University of Political Science and Law
(CUPL). Heis the first Japanese to receive from CUPL the

title of a National Institute of Legal Aid Special Invited Research Fellow. As Japan’s prime criminal law researcher, he is
actively engaged in education and research with universities and students all over the world.

he students of the School of Law
T mainly study Japanese law. For
people who live and work in Japan, it
is important to have knowledge of Japanese
law. Many students are in the School of Law
also for a future legal career, as a judge, public
prosecutor, or attorney. When you meet
first-rate jurists from different parts of the
world, you usually discover that they are not
only specialists in the law of their home
country but also quite knowledgeable about
other countries’ laws and often speak several
languages quite fluently.
In the past, education and research at the
School of Law were mostly one-sided, involv-
ing the introduction of legal systems of other
countries to a Japanese audience. This practice
was largely influenced by the way foreign
languages were taught in Japanese schools
beginning from the Meiji era, centering on
reading foreign-language texts and translating
them into Japanese. For this reason, even legal
researchers have sometimes referred to their
work as “yoko/tate (horizontal/vertical)
papers” in a self-deprecating way. That is to say,
merely translating papers by foreign research-
ers in horizontally written Western languages
into vertically written Japanese would be

Research Centers

considered an academic achievement.
Unfortunately, not enough has been done in
the opposite direction: presenting Japanese law
in foreign languages to the rest of the world for
rigorous international analysis and discussion.
There are, of course, legitimate reasons for this
state of affairs. In the natural sciences, the
subject matter is identical anywhere in the
world (there is no difference in mathematics or
physics between Japan and the United States,
for example), with English well-established
as the common language of academic commu-
nications. In the legal field, on the other hand,
the law differs from one country to another,
and the laws of a given country are always
written in the language or languages of that
country. Unlike other disciplines that are
globally operable from the beginning, legal
students usually undergo education and
research first to understand their own country’s
law and legal theory in their own languages
before taking part in global legal debates in
other languages. That is to say, for a Japanese
person to be a first-rate legal researcher in the
world, it is necessary to pursue education and
research in Japanese as well as other languages.
Fortunately, as an undergraduate student, |
met a professor, an internationally recognized
researcher, who became my mentor and taught
me the importance of learning foreign

Prof. Yoshinaka says he initially wanted
to pursue literature given his attraction
to novels and other literary works. He
became interested in the extreme
situations involving life and death and
the relationship between punishment
and the law as depicted in the novels |
and entered the world of legal research. "
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Criminal law, criminal procedure law, criminal policy,
juvenile law, international criminal law, victimology

languages and researching foreign laws. As a
graduate student, | went to France and
Germany to study the history of the incorpora-
tion of European law into Japanese law from
the Meiji era, while conducting research in my
specialization, the interpretation of criminal
and juvenile law. Upon arriving at Hiroshima
University, | conducted research on how to
teach Japanese law in English in particular, at
the University of Auckland in New Zealand,
which was adopted as an advanced overseas
educational program of the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology. | have since given countless
lectures and seminars at universities all over
the world.

Japanese legal researchers cannot excel in the
world unless they are also first-rate researchers
in Japanese academia. | take pride in being a
communicator of advanced knowledge about
the whole spectrum of Japanese criminal law to
the rest of the world while being among the
top researchers on Italian criminal law and
French juvenile law in Japan. | think my
specialization is unique in the country in that
most Japanese legal scholars are oriented
toward German or American law. Drawing on
this originality, | intend to continue research
that is worth presenting to the whole world at
Hiroshima University.
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HU aims to create world-class research centers on a continuous basis by providing support for research

Chirality Research Center to elucidate
the mystery of right- and left-handedness

groups conducting active research activities to drive their further development.

Hiroshima Drug-Delivery Research Center
Using Photoirradiation*

The Research Core for Plant Science Innovation*
Hiroshima Institute of Plate ConvErgence
Region Research (HiPeR)

Hiroshima Institute of Health Economics
Research (HiHER)

Advanced Core for Energetics (HU-ACE)
Hiroshima Research Center for Healthy Aging (HiHA) Gastroenterology

Chirality Research Center (CResCent)* Center for Regenerative Therapy

*Validity of certification is until March 2023. perspective. 12

Core of Research for Energetic Universe (CORE-U)*
The Research Center for Animal Science*
The Research Center for Drug Development

and Biomarker Discovery*

HiSENS Research Center

Research Center for the Mathematics on
Chromatin Live Dynamics

Research Center for Hepatology and

Your right and left hands are very similar,
yet they are not identical. This property is =
called chirality. Our research has revealed T —_;___T-:
that chiral magnets made only from L1h L
right-handed materials are completely ! - !
different from normal magnets. It is becom-

ing clear that problems with chiral magnets have commonalities with
problems in molecule biology and high energy physics. The center is
working to elucidate chirality-related problems from a basic science



