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Spreading the bonds of ‘Team HIRODAI'

The inaugural event of the new overseas alumni organization
of Hiroshima University (HU), ‘the Indonesia Chapter, Hiroshima
University Alumni Association Indonesia’, was held in Jakarta
on 28 May 2022. | attended the event together with Dr.
Toshiyuki Sato, Executive Vice President (in charge of
Peacebuilding, Funding and Asia Region); Dr. Shinji Kaneko,
Executive Vice President (in charge of Global Initiatives); Dr.
Junko Tanaka, Executive Vice President (in charge of the
Kasumi Campus, Faculty Personnel and Public Relations),
and other HU faculty members.

In addition to the approximately 100 people who came to the
event, about 50 people from various parts of Indonesia
participated online, making it a lively gathering that lasted
about two hours. It is encouraging to see those who are active
in Indonesian society have a strong sense of pride as alumni.
At the venue, a video clip featuring the latest HU developments
was played; Many participants at the venue were seen
watching the clip, conversing nostalgically about their HU
days.

Invited guests to the ceremonial event included Dr. Ginandjar
Kartasasmita, an HU Special Advisor dedicated to expanding
and strengthening bilateral relations between Japan and
Indonesia; Dr. Laksana Tri Handoko, Head of the National
Research and Innovation Agency of Indonesia; Professor
Emeritus Andi Husni Tanra of Hasanuddin University — both of
whom received their PhDs from HU; Mr. Masami Tamura,
Minister of the Embassy of Japan in Indonesia; and Mr. Hiroshi
Karashima, President Director, PT. Sumitomo Indonesia. Mr.
Rachmat Gobel, Deputy Speaker of the People’s Representative
Council, also attended the eve festival of the ceremonial event.
It was evident that everybody there had high hopes for our
alumni associations.

In the age of globalization, alumni associations are not limited
to being ‘a place for friendship and exchange among alumni’.
The Indonesian Chapter aims to build a platform for solving
social issues and creating new value through active
collaboration between industry, academia and government. In
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to the world

April, the Global Joint Research Laboratory in Healthcare was
launched, undertaking joint research on the use of data in
Indonesian healthcare. The joint research presupposes that
medical experts from HU provide medical treatment in
Indonesia. For that, | am very grateful to our alumni for their
support, including that from Dr. Abdul Kadir, the General
Director of Directorate General of Health Services at
Indonesia’s Ministry of Health. Dr. Kadir once studied at HU,
and he went out of his way to send an email from a business
trip in Germany, which granted permission to the
aforementioned medical experts.

Although some may still see Indonesia as one of the
developing countries in the world, you now come across a
large number of young people in the cities there full of energy.
In addition, the country on the whole seems to have a strong
sense of explosive dynamism and prospect for future growth,
which Japan has been losing in recent years. | think that a few
decades ago people’s general perception of China was
probably similar to what they have for Indonesia now, but
China quickly overtook Japan in terms of the level of GDP and
scientific research power. Fortunately for us, Indonesia still
looks to Japan. | believe that now is the time to work closely
with Indonesia and other Southeast Asian countries in the
areas of science and education, with a view to building a path
to the future.

Despite the adversity of the COVID-19 pandemic, HU still has
1,750 international students from 75 countries and regions,
including Indonesia. The English word alumni is said to have
derived from the Latin word alescere, meaning to nurture. This
event has epitomized just that.

By collaborating with its stakeholders (companies and
relevant institutions), HU intends to demonstrate a model of
alumni activities that contribute to international society
through cooperation and co-creation. May the bonds of the
‘Team HIRODAI" alumni, active in fields such as government
agencies, universities and companies, be further enhanced to

grow and spread more in the world.
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support of Hi iversity, nd am able
ta.overcome enges both before and after
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