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Education is the hope that can change the future

Every year, Hiroshima University presents the
Pestalozzi Prize for Education to individuals and
organizations engaged in outstanding educational
activities.

Pestalozzi was an 18th century Swiss educator and
thinker who worked closely with orphans and poor
children by living with them. In 1992, HU established
the Education Prize in Pestalozzi’s name, in order to
attract public attention to outstanding educational
practices in the spirit of Pestalozzi and to provide an
opportunity to reconsider what contemporary
education is all about. Previous winners at HU
include Mariko Miyagi, Yoji Yamada, Tetsuko
Kuroyanagi and Kazuko Watanabe.

2022 marks the 30th anniversary of this award, the
recipient of which was the well-known Japanese
singer MISIA, who sang the national anthem at the
opening ceremony of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics (held
in 2021). For the past 15 years, since her first visit to
Kenya in 2007, the singer has been supporting
children who attend schools in slums and refugee
camps in seven African countries, by providing them
with educational materials and school fees. This is
exactly the kind of practice that epitomizes the
nature of this award.

On 31 August, the HU Satake Memorial Hall award
ceremony and the Tokyo commemorative lecture
were live-streamed jointly online.

During her speech, MISIA talked to about 300
students and faculty/administrative members,

FAOOS ANV ABEFHICEREL OB OH IRV ENALTVET,

saying: “the more | find out about the efforts of the
children | met in Africa, the more | realize that
education embodies the requisite hope to change
their future”.

She also talked about herself, saying: “l| was greatly
influenced by what | learnt from the peace education
| received every year on 9 August in Nagasaki. | still
think about issues of war and peace daily. Following
my visit to Africa, | came to realize that issues on
poverty, the environment and conflict are all
interconnected. Naturally, such realization has
affected my lifestyle and the kind of actions | take in
my life, as well the messages in my songs”, she
recalled.

I have always believed that education is about helping
each individual to draw out the strengths they
possess. Learning about MISIA's long-lasting support
activities in Africa has made me see once again what
the starting point of education is.

Historically, HU has always put a lot of effort into
education, as it has its roots in the Hakushima
School (the predecessor of Hiroshima Normal
School) founded in 1874. HU will celebrate its 150th
anniversary in 2024, which dates back to the
foundation of its predecessor schools. Also, the G7
will be held in Hiroshima in May 2023. We will do our
utmost to take advantage of this opportunity to
further develop the university and to play a leading

role in Japanese education.
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study at Hiroshima University (HU) because
it offers world-class education and research
in my field of economics. My current
research topic concerns studying how the
intervention of customs brokers can affect
customs clearance times in the import
and export of goods. Professors at HU
have extensive knowledge and research
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experience and support the international
development of my country by connecting
El Salvador and Japan through economic
policies.
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