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“Finding a Path to Walk on”

-

Mikael Kai

Nomura Geronimo

Graduate Student of Hiroshima University
International  Education = Development
Program

Hisho 95 and 96th Layout Chief

—Why did you decide to study in IGS?

I decided to study at Japanese university to
explore my Japanese identity. To tell you my
background, I was born and grew up in
Philippines until high school. My mother is
Japanese, and my father is Filipino. Although I
have Japanese identity and visited Japan
almost once every year, | have never lived in
Japan. That is why I wanted to live in Japan
and experience more Japanese culture.

I chose IGS for my university education
because it is an English program. In IGS,
students can study many subjects from
different fields in English. English
examination to enter IGS was also suitable for
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me. In addition, since Hiroshima is hometown
of my mother, studying at IGS of Hiroshima
University would be perfect for exploring my
Japanese identity.

-What was the biggest difference between
life in the Philippines and life in Japan?

I can think about many differences, but the
biggest one is the cold climate in Japan. It is
hot all year round in the Philippines and I
wear T-shirts all the time. When 1 had my
life's first-ever winter in Japan, I wanted to
quit university because it was too cold for me.
To make matters worse, the shower in the
Ikenoue dormitory was outside my room. That
was a nightmare.

As for cultural aspects, I found a few
differences between Filipinos and Japanese.
For example, In the Philippines, many people
want to stand out by talking and presenting
themselves. I liked to stand out by performing
like an actor in class presentations. On the
other hand, most of my Japanese classmates
rarely show their emotions.

-New students might be curious about how
to choose their own field. How did you
choose your field after entering IGS?

My field is culture and tourism. I chose my
field by choosing a professor. Even though I
was not sure about the topic for my graduation
thesis, I wanted to do something related to
education. However, IGS do not have a field of
education. Professor Kawamoto in culture and
tourism field involved with education for
international students, especially for migrant
children. Since her research topic was close to
my interests, I chose the field of culture and
tourism.

I can advise to IGS students who have
difficulties to choose their field. You can
decide your field by looking for professors,
classes, and research interests they offer. The
field selection is dependent on what you want
to write for graduation thesis. Whichever



field you choose, it will not affect your choice
of classes that much. So, I think selecting field
is just about which professor you would like to
go to.

-What made you interested in education?

I had a small interest in education before
entering IGS. I always believed that improving
the education system can help the Philippines,
but I only had vague ideas.

During the second year, I read a book about
introduction to education. In the book, I found
a very interesting school, Summerhill School
in England. The interesting point of the
school was that it does not have homework,
tests, classes, and age separation. Teachers
support what students want to do and give
opportunities to develop their interests. The
school was very interesting for me, so I

searched some schools with  similar
educational philosophy in Japan.

In third grade, 1 went to Fukuoka
International Democratic School for IGS

internship. In the school, children spend their
time freely by reading books or playing with
friends instead of taking classes. Through
playing, they learn how to cooperate with
others. During the internship, my interest in
education deepened because the education
system was totally different from what I knew.
In this way, I became interested in education.

-What did you write about for your
graduation thesis and how it connects to
your research in graduate school?

I wrote about the importance of play in early
childhood for my graduation thesis. I reviewed
some literatures of current research regarding
the issue. Now my research topic is
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perceptions of play of parents and teachers in
early childhood education. In the Philippines,
teachers and parents believe that children
should start learning as early as possible
instead of playing. But research prove that
playing is important for child development in
many ways. 1 am collecting these current
studies to indicate the importance of play to
the Philippines.

-Could you give some advice about
graduation thesis for students?

The most difficult thing was that I did not
have enough time to work on the thesis
because I did too many activities at the same
time. [ started writing thesis late and
submitted it at the last minute. I recommend
you start working on your thesis as early as
possible when you turn fourth grade since it
takes time to finish.

Plus, you should have a good relationship
with  your tutor. Professor Kawamoto
supported me a lot when I had struggle with
the thesis. Most professors in IGS are open to
have a good relationship with students, so you
should often contact with them.

-Are there any interesting activities you have
been involved in when you were in IGS?

I've been involved in different kinds of
activities. One of them is the Youth Peace
Volunteer activity, which is English tour guide
in Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park. The
volunteers give a free tour of the park for
international tourists. Even though the
number of international tourists decreased due
to the pandemic, it gradually increases now.

I also joined the Hiroshima University Co-op
International Student Committee. It tries to



support the university life of international
students by proposing projects, organizing
events, and improving the co-op services. [ am
a director of the committee now, so I can see
overall events or projects organized by
international students inside the committee.

-After graduating from IGS, how did you
decide to enter the graduate school?

I am in the International Education
Development Program in graduate school of
Hiroshima University. I entered graduate
school to learn more about education which I
could not specialize in IGS. T looked for
English program and a professor who can
guide me for my research about play.
Professor Miwa in IDEC research about early
childhood education and play-based learning,
which was close to my interests. Since she is a
professor at Hiroshima University, I could
easily contact her. Therefore, I decided to
learn from her for my master’s degree.

-Would you like to go further in education
with a doctoral degree? Do you want to
work after graduation from graduate
school?

I have another one year for my master’s
degree. Before I get my master’s degree, I'm
going to take a leave of absence to join the
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer
Program JOCV, under JICA. In JOCV,
volunteers are assigned to a country and work
to help the region for 2 years with financial
support. I want myself to grow through
experiences outside my comfort zone. If I get
accepted by JOCV, I will leave Japan next year
and come back in 2025. After I finish the
master’s degree, [ will work in Japan or in
other countries. At this moment, I am not
interested to take doctoral degree.

-What is your most favourite part of IGS?

My favourite part of IGS is diversity of
students. The diversity is not only about their
nationality but also about their values, ways of
thinking. Students can cooperate both inside
and outside of classes as a group for some
projects. I learned more from students than
the classes. Therefore, being with the diverse
students is my most favourite part of IGS.
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-Do you have any advice for the students

who have difficulty communicating in
different languages?
Language plays an important role in

communication. I am not saying that you
should be fluent in different languages, but
basic knowledge of foreign languages helps to
build friendships. However, even if we do not
speak a common language, we could still
become friends thorough playing sports or
singing in karaoke. When we have fun
together, you would be willing to learn foreign
languages to become closer.

-Could you give final messages for IGS
students?

I suggest you build relationship with your
friend both inside and outside IGS. While you
learn academic things inside the classes, you
will learn more about the life skills and
different views of contemporary social issues
through activities outside of classes. You
should try to find opportunities and activities
that interest you. If you find those things, your
life in IGS would become twice as much fun,
or even ten times more fun! Do not to limit
yourself just because you are a student!
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[ interviewed a teacher. Since Hiroshima University
is so big where many students, staffs, and teachers
belong that it’ s difficult to know of others unless I have
the intention to do that, this was a good opportunity.
For the same reason, I recommend you read this book
and share it with your friends, families, colleagues, etc.

Ajdari Mohammad

As a first year student, it was a great experience to
be able to interview the seniors and learn from their
experiences, as well as learning to be part of a team
at HISHO. I joined HISHO because it is great to be
part of the university history and shine light on the
things going on here during our time.
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