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Customary land governance is one of the most contentious land issues in Africa. 
As many African governments seek to reform land policies to respond to the 

challenges of increasing population, expanding economic activities and rapid 
urbanisation, the proposed reforms are o en challenged by traditional leaders 

who see land policy reforms as a ploy to undermine their authority over 
customary land.  In this seminar, I look at land policy reform challenges in Africa, 

focusing on the struggle between the state and traditional leaders over the 
control of customary land, in particular. While the state sometimes attempts to 

co-opt traditional leaders to support the reforms, this alliance o en does not hold 
for long, especially when traditional leaders sense that their interests are being 

undermined by the proposed land policy reforms. This situation sometimes leads 
to contestations which o en frustrate the formulation and implementation of 

land policy reforms in many countries  on the continent.
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