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- Tackling food issues in

impoverished areas through
plant root research

From the perspective of my specialization in
plant nutrition, Australia captivated me. The
University of Western-Australia, my study
abroad destination, is located in a region with
incredibly nutrient-poor soils but an
unparalleled diversity of plants. This unique

© environment presents an interesting

opportunity to'study “plant roots.”
Understanding how plants capable of forming
specialized root structures called cluster roots
can absorb nutrients from low-nutrient soils is
crucial research that can contribute to
sustainable food production, particularly in
light of concerns about phosphorus depletion.
My laboratory attracts faculty'membersand
researchers from around the globe, leading
to collaborative projects that leverage
individual expertise. This environment
allows us to explore various perspectives,
fostering'learning and discoveries. When |
presented my research in English for the
first time, | received high praise, which
boosted my confidence and personal
growth. Upon returning to Japan, my
objective isito continue agricultural
research that contributes to resolving issues
in impoverishedareas. | am also eager to
explore opportunities to collaborate with
NGOs and other organizations directly
involved in addressing these problems.
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