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Bringing human peace bridges to the

The G7 Hiroshima Summit held in May this year drew world
attention, as it hosted India and other countries—the so-called
Global South—as well as the surprise visit by Ukrainian
President Zelensky. Under the strong leadership of Prime
Minister Kishida, the "Hiroshima Vision’, the first document to
make specific reference to nuclear disarmament, was
released. The Vision reaffirmed the commitment of the seven
nations to the ultimate goal of a nuclear-weapon-free world
and it called on leaders and youth around the world to visit
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in order to enhance their
understanding of the reality of using nuclear weapons.

As we face the ideals and realities of world peace, various
opinions have been expressed after the G7 Summit. |
personally believe that the fact that the G7 Summit leaders
were able to visit the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum,
enabling them to experience first-hand the horror and tragedy
of nuclear weapons, was in itself a great achievement of this
Hiroshima Summit, and a solid step towards the ideal of
nuclear abolition.

The Hiroshima University School of Medicine was founded in
1877 as a medical school attached to the Hiroshima
Prefectural Hospital (later to become Hiroshima Medical
School). The school has produced many of Japan's leading
figures of modern medicine, such as Yu Fujikawa and Shiro
Amako. However, the school was closed down in 1888 due to
the financial difficulties of the government. After that, medical
education in Hiroshima entered a dark age.

Many decades later, on 5 August 1945, just one day before the
atomic bombing, the Hiroshima Prefectural College of
Medicine (later becoming the Hiroshima University School of
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Medicine) was launched. As most of its faculty and students
had evacuated on the same day, they were safe. | understand
that one day after the bombing, some members of the faculty
returned to Hiroshima city, in order to work with students to
rescue A-bomb survivors and to perform pathological
autopsies.

These activities led to the 1961 launch of the Research Institute
of Radiation Biology Medicine (now the Research Institute for
Radiation Biology and Medicine). Since then, the School of
Medicine has also undergone a major transformation, growing
into top-ranking universities in Chugoku and Shikoku, both for
the number of papers published in the top 25% of clinical
journals (Q1 journals) and for the number of researchers who
have received the highest number of citations (as of the 2021
edition of m3.com). HU remains committed to its contribution
to the wellbeing of humankind, by helping to realize a free and
peaceful international society in the spirit of pursuing peace.

In his Hiroshima Vision, Prime Minister Kishida also mentioned
‘the importance of the 77-year record of non-use of nuclear
weapons.” We must not forget that one of the main reasons why
nuclear weapons have not been used for this period is that
Hibakusha have continually spoken out about the horror of
nuclear weapons and the misery of the atomic bombings.

This summit has reinforced my belief that it is HU's
responsibility to support efforts to pass on the reality of the
atomic bombing to the next generation and to nurture people
who can serve as ‘bridges for peace’. | will continue to strive
for the realization of peace through education, research, and

social contributions.
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- Tackling food issues in

impoverished areas through
plant root research

From the perspective of my specialization in
plant nutrition, Australia captivated me. The
University of Western-Australia, my study
abroad destination, is located in a region with
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unparalleled diversity of plants. This unique

© environment presents an interesting

opportunity to'study “plant roots.”
Understanding how plants capable of forming
specialized root structures called cluster roots
can absorb nutrients from low-nutrient soils is
crucial research that can contribute to
sustainable food production, particularly in
light of concerns about phosphorus depletion.
My laboratory attracts faculty'membersand
researchers from around the globe, leading
to collaborative projects that leverage
individual expertise. This environment
allows us to explore various perspectives,
fostering'learning and discoveries. When |
presented my research in English for the
first time, | received high praise, which
boosted my confidence and personal
growth. Upon returning to Japan, my
objective isito continue agricultural
research that contributes to resolving issues
in impoverishedareas. | am also eager to
explore opportunities to collaborate with
NGOs and other organizations directly
involved in addressing these problems.
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