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Indonesia is a diversity country with a slogan “Bhineka Tunggal Ika” |
means even though we are different (languages, ethnicities, cultures,
or religions) but we are still the same, Indonesian.

—HERAIEIC DL T

I had my internship under the Centre for Excellence of Lesson and Learning Studies (CELLS). The
main job was attending the “Gerakan Buka Kelas” (Open Lesson) and observing the lesson. I went
to many schools in Bandung, and Cimahi. UPI and Hiroshima University have collaborated about
Lesson Study for long time.

— DI T—202 T C—&EtF/c D

Before the internship, I was having hard time to observe the classes. I had to observe the
students too for my research. But now, During the internship, I observed many classes with
different teaching style, learning material, and students’ characteristics. Having such
experiences and meeting other observers widen my perspectives. I can glean insights from
diverse perspectives. This is what I learned from the internship.

| — BHIHE 2Bl - EEND TR/ 17X

The pre-internship presentation was really a good move because the intern
needed to find out the information about the country, host institution etc,
in advance. So that we could imagine how would it be living in other country
¢ y for the internship. Besides that, G.ecbo staff helped me a lot in doing the
Y preparation in Hiroshima University by responding every questions I had in a
~ very quick. Also, they informed the detail information, so I didn’t need to
worry.

"4 Here is some advice based on my experiences:
- Make sure everything before coming to the host institution/country.
- Having good communication is hecessary.

8
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Objectives | . %y a3

Mabuhay...!!!

I work as a law enforcement officer in Indonesia. For this reason, I researched tax crimes in
several countries during my doctoral studies at Hiroshima University, Japan. I want to contribute
my thoughts to creating a better policy to deal with overgrowing tax crimes.

That morning, January 15, 2024, I woke up early in my apartment. After praying at dawn, I
rushed to Saijo Station to go to Hiroshima Airport. After 14 hours of flight, I arrived at Ninoy
Aquino International Airport in Manila. The journey to Ifugao is still very far away; it takes about
eight to ten hours by car to the north of Luzon Island. Ifugao is in a mountainous area of Luzon.
The journey was tense because you had to go through a winding, uphill road, with gaping ravines
beside it.

My internship program started with a courtesy visit to the President of IFSU, Dr. Eva Marie, and
continued with a tour around the IFSU campus. Apart from the main campus, IFSU has five branch
campuses spread across the Ifugao region.

Dr. Warren Tayaban (Associate Professor) from the College of Criminal Justice Education
(CCJE), Ifugao State University was my host supervisor. His knowledge of
criminology and the legal system in the Philiopines was very
comprehensive. We always go together and discuss my research themes
with other faculty members of CCJE. From these discussions, I
understand that tax crimes are rarely discussed in lectures, perhaps
never, so Dr. Warren and I planned to visit several places to obtain the
necessary information and data. We visited and collected data through
interviews and written interviews at the Revenue District Office, Ifugao
tax office in Lagawe City, the Ifugao Regional Trial Court (RTC) in Banaue
City, the clerk of the RTC and the BIR national office in Manila.

There was something that made me very happy when I was in Manila. I
met several BIR employees who were Muslims. They invited me to go to
the nearest mosque to perform Friday Prayer. They also showed me
where to find halal food in Manila. They all come from the Muslim-
majority Mindanao region. I am delighted because I can finally pray in a
mosaue, even though the mosaque is very simple and in the middle of a
slum and densely populated area. This moment is awe-inspiring to me.

I am pleased to have the opportunity to intern at Ifugao State University, even though several
things are challenging for me. I hope my research in the Philippines can provide additional
material for writing dissertations and scientific publications to help me complete my doctoral
program at Hiroshima University. I also want to maintain the communication and network formed
in the Philippines to support my duties after completing my studies. That is all my experience
from the beautiful and green city of Ifugao, even though it is far away in the countryside.

For Hiroshima University students who wish to take part in an internship, I advise them always to
be prepared for unexpected things.

One word from me is that experience is more important than knowledge; you can learn
knowledge, but for experience, you have to do it by yourself. Salamat...!!
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ISHARA MADHUNIKA OPATHA / 13 v—5 < Fv=74 #*/39 (D3)

Greetings, I am Ishara Madhunika Opatha, currently pursuing my PhD at the
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Hiroshima University,
originally hailing from the enchanting island of Sri Lanka. It is with great
honour and gratitude that I have had the privilege to serve as a research
assistant twice within the esteemed G.ecbo program, commencing in 2023 and
persisting to the present day. My journey with G.ecbo has been profoundly
enriching, providing me with invaluable opportunities to develop my
professional competencies, engage in cross-cultural research, and collaborate with diverse
teams.

The G.ecbo program, standing for the Global Explorers to Cross Borders, stands as a beacon of
innovation and collaboration aimed at fostering cross-cultural understanding to address
pressing global challenges. Through a diverse range of meticulously curated research projects,
internships, and academic exchanges, the program unites scholars and students from various
backgrounds, encouraging them to explore innovative solutions to complex societal issues on a
global scale.

As a research assistant, entrusted with guiding students in preparing for global internships,
conducting meticulous pre- and post-presentation evaluations, and facilitating essential
meetings and activities, including collaboration with esteemed international institutions to
enhance communication and foster collaboration among participants.

I firmly believe that the G.ecbo program offers students boundless opportunities to immerse
themselves in diverse cultural landscapes and expand their horizons with invaluable global
research experience. In closing, I extend my heartfelt best wishes to all for the forthcoming
initiatives of the G.ecbo program. I remain steadfastly committed to empowering students to
wholeheartedly embrace global experiences and make meaningful contributions to impactful
initiatives. Additionally, I eagerly look forward to collaborating with new interns in 2024.

Here's to a journey filled with learning, growth, and profound experiences!

NISSA AULIA BELISTIANA UTAMI / =—# #—1Y 7 %% 3 (D2)

Hi! T am Nissa Aulia Belistiana Utami, a doctoral student in Hiroshima
University, majoring International Education Development Program, at
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences. I am originally from
Indonesia. I participated in the G.ecbo program as an intern in 2023, and this
year, I have the opportunity to be a Research Assistant.

I’ m interested in learning, not only from the books but also from the experience life offers. I
love exploring and seeking out new experiences to broaden my horizons. I have a motto “Do it
now or never” as I believe it is better to regret the things I’ ve done than to regret missed
opportunities.

Let’ s get to know me!

G.ecbo program offers me the opportunity to learn from other interns’ experiences in living
abroad. I am eagerly looking forward to meeting new interns!
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G.ecbo will call for 2024 participation in April!
Go to our website for the list of intern locations
and further details.
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Email: gecbo@hiroshima-u.ac.jp Global Explorers to Cross Borders
https://www.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/gecbo .ecllll
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