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Take a first step towards realizing world peace

Atomic Bomb Day came around again on éth August this year. On that day, the
‘Hiroshima University Memorial Service for the Victims of the Atomic Bomb’
was held on the Higashi-Senda Campus, where guests from Japan and abroad
joined us to commemorate our students, faculty and administrative members
who fell victim to the atomic bombing. During the ceremony, we all pledged to
abolish nuclear weapons and realize peace. One of the important missions of
Hiroshima University is to help bring about solutions to global issues such as
terrorism, conflict, poverty, environmental destruction, and infectious diseases,
in order to bring about a peaceful and sustainable society. One of our key roles
is to continue to spread peace-facilitating messages across the world, which is
in constant conflict.

Hiroshima saw the release of the U.S. film ‘Oppenheimer" this spring, which
depicts the life of theoretical physicist Robert Oppenheimer, known as the
‘father of the atomic bomb'". In 1942, he was appointed by the U.S. government
to work on an assignment that entailed developing the atomic bomb; he and his
team in the end completed the mission successfully. However, after recognizing
the catastrophic damage of the atomic bombing to Hiroshima, Oppenheimer
regretted having developed the bomb. After that, he started to oppose the
development of the hydrogen bomb. This conviction of Oppenheimer was
condemned by the U.S. government. From that point onwards, the film depicts
his downfall from a national hero. The film won seven Academy Awards in 2023,
including Best Picture, because it eloquently depicts Oppenheimer’s complex
psychological conflict, which in turn moved audiences around the world.
However, as a citizen of Hiroshima city, | could neither identify with his
sentiments nor could | get absorbed in the film. More important than
Oppenheimer’s conscientious objections is the fact that some 140,000 people
fell victim to the atomic bombing in Hiroshima, and that still today some people
are suffering from the after-effects of the bombing. To prevent any country from
dropping a third nuclear bomb in the world, the hibakusha (the atomic bomb
survivors) have been sharing their tragic experiences with people around the
world, while Hiroshima city also has long been engaged in conveying the
atrocity of the atomic bombing to the world. Indeed, last year the leaders of the
G7 nations visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum during the G7
Hiroshima Summit, having the opportunity to see the grim reality of the atomic
bomb. Likewise, those who were moved by ‘Oppenheimer are encouraged to

visit the museum in Hiroshima in order to learn some historical facts that were
not depicted in the film. This would be the first step for the world to move
toward realizing a peaceful future.

Some of the books that portray the tragedy of the day of the bombing in
Hiroshima include ‘Ma no Isan (The Devil's Heritage)’ by Hiroyuki Agawa, a
native of Hiroshima Prefecture and a recipient of the Order of Culture. Another
book is ‘Chinchin Densha to Jyogakusei (The trams and female students) by
Keiko Horikawa (together with a co-author). Horikawa, a former graduate of the
School of Integrated Arts and Sciences, is also a lecturer of ‘Becoming a Global
Citizen: Lecture by Special Instructor” at Hiroshima University.

In ‘The Devil's Heritage", the author describes the lives of citizens seven years
after the atomic bombing and the hibakusha suffering from the aftereffects of
the bombing. In ‘The trams and female students', the author describes in
detail the tragedy that befell the female students who were assigned to drive
the trams in the city. | strongly encourage everyone, especially our students, to
read one of these books. In so doing, please think about what you can do to help
realize peace and try to understand the horror of nuclear weapons and the
suffering of the hibakusha.

Human beings have always learned lessons from their painful experiences in
the past, in order to never make the same mistakes again. We have always been
committed to deepening our understanding of peace. For example, the
university upholds ‘The Pursuit of Peace as its first Guiding Principle; the
Hiroshima University Center for Peace is engaged in fieldwork and research on
peace; and students learn something from history by studying one of our
compulsory subjects, such as ‘Peace Science Courses’ or ‘Peace Lecture
Marathon’. In addition, we formulated the ‘President 5 Initiatives for Peace
Sciences' last May, with the aim of becoming a university that ‘creates’ peace.
This year, Charles Oppenheimer, grandson of Robert Oppenheimer, visited
Hiroshima in early summer, during which he had a dialogue with Keiko Ogura
and other A-bomb survivors. Charles said to Keiko, As human beings, we must
not use any kind of bomb, including the atomic bomb." I sincerely hope that he
will make the best use of his experience in Hiroshima to start taking action
toward world peace. Hiroshima University will use the 75+75th anniversary as
an impetus to accelerate various initiatives that will help to realize world peace.
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