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How do slum dwellers in West Africa navigate the challenges of 
marginality and vulnerability, while also leveraging social bonds to 

address economic hardships? Can social and spatial order be identified 
within the apparent disorder of urban slums? How did interactions 
between 14th-century Muslim traders and 15th-century European 

merchants, mercenaries, and missionaries shape West African slums̓ 
cultural evolution and migration patterns? What norms govern gender 
relations in these areas? Drawing on archival and auto-ethnographic 
sources—including personal immersion as an urban dweller since the 

early 1980s—this presentation examines migration, religion, gender, and 
urban governance in inner-Muslim areas of Accra, historically known as 
the Zongos. It highlights Agnes Amoah̓s leadership, as the first woman to 

lead the community during Ghana̓s decentralization in the 1980s, 
integrating Nima and Maamobi into Accra̓s governance.
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