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Further challenges for the 100th anniversary

On 2 and 3 November 2024, we successfully hosted the
75+75th Anniversary Commemorative Ceremony and
Events at Hiroshima University (HU). | would especially
like to thank the many guests and alumni who attended
the events on 2 November, despite the heavy rain that
temporarily disrupted the JR Sanyo-Honsen train
services. It was a great honor to have former Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida visit our university and deliver a
congratulatory speech.

Over the past two years, our faculty and administrative
members have collaborated on various anniversary
projects. We kicked off the celebrations with an A-bomb
poetry reading by Sayuri Yoshinaga, followed by the first
Peace Presidents’ Conference, which welcomed
representatives from ten universities across seven
countries and regions around the world. There were also
various events in the Kansai and Kanto regions, and the
culminating event was our HU 75+75th Anniversary
Commemoration Ceremony.

| was initially concerned when | learned that the French
historical demographer Emmanuel Todd, scheduled to
speak in Hiroshima on 2 November, suddenly became ill
three days before his planned visit to Japan and thus had
to cancel his lecture. Fortunately, the former diplomat
and author Masaru Sato graciously stepped in and
delivered an excellent lecture. | am extremely grateful
for his contribution, and for saving the day. We also
hosted insightful lectures and discussions featuring
former Kyoto University President Juichi Yamaguchi, UN
Under-Secretary-General Izumi Nakamitsu, and
alumnus Takushi Tanaka.

Founded in 1949, just four years after the atomic bombing,
Hiroshima University faced numerous challenges in its

early days, as the post-war turmoil compounded the
devastation caused by the bombing.

The funds needed to establish Hiroshima University were
approximately 450 million yen. It was necessary to raise
about 340 million yen, excluding the in-kind donations of
prefectural land and buildings. One-third of the necessary
funding was provided by the prefectural government,
while the remaining two-thirds came from donations both
within and outside the prefecture. Donations were
allocated based on district and city, with contributions
calculated at approximately 290 yen per household in
Hiroshima City and 35 yen per household in Hiba County.
To gather additional funds, a professional baseball game
between Hanshin and Tokyu was held in 1949, with ticket
prices set at 150 yen for adults in the infield. The event
attracted over 35,000 spectators, far surpassing the
expected 12,000, and raised more than 200,000 yen for
the university's foundation.

The local enthusiasm for professional baseball during
that time contributed to the establishment of the
Hiroshima Toyo Carp baseball team. Additional funds
were also raised through a special performance of the
Hiroshima Odori dance and proceeds from the
Hiroshima Prefecture Education Lottery.

Thanks to the generous support of the prefectural
citizens, we successfully launched HU.

We aspire for HU to become ‘a university loved by the
community and chosen by the world,” by honoring its
history, respecting the people of Hiroshima Prefecture,
and diligently working toward our next milestone: the
university’s 100th anniversary.
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By actively engaging with others,
| built deeper bonds and
improved my English skills.

| decided to study abroad because | wanted
to improve my English and learn to survive
overseas. The most important thing |
focused on during my study abroad was
making lifelong friends. How could | make
my presence felt if | did not have English
skills? | came up with the idea of inviting
my friends over every weekend by cooking
and organizing BBQs by myself. By
proactively proposing events and getting
others involved, | was able to naturally
deepen my relationships with people. When
| returned to Japan, they held a grand
farewell party for me, and they still send me
letters to this day. | feel that | was able to
meet some of the most important friends'l
will have for the rest of my life. I also
experienced part-time work at a restaurant
during my study abroad. Not only'didl
improve my English skills, but | also gained
confidencelimliving abroad. Through my
study abroadrexperience, | was able to
acquire the “means” of communication—
English—butA felt.the need to develop the
“content” | could'convey; in other words,
the knewledge thiat would allow me to
providewalue to others. In'the future, |
intend to further deepen my knowledge by
entering graduate school and conducting
research in the field of engineering.
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