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(Points to note) 

 

1. Preparation Schedule 

This schedule is designed for the Graduate School to present the basic workflow regarding the preparation of a 

doctoral dissertation. For details of each procedure and the like provided in this schedule, students must follow the 

instructions of their respective programs. 

 
2. Research Ethics Education 

It is mandatory to take a course on research ethics education before beginning to prepare a doctoral dissertation. 

For information regarding the research ethics education course, refer to the document Research Ethics Education. 

 
3. Supervisor Group 

The Supervisor Group shall consist of one (1) supervisor and two (2) or more subadvisors according to the 

research theme, etc. The subadvisors shall include one (1) faculty member whose specialized field is different from 

that of the supervisor. 

 
4. Requirements for Undergoing a Screening (hereinafter, Preliminary Screening) of a Dissertation Outline, etc. 

In order to undergo a preliminary screening of his/her dissertation outline, etc., the student must, prior to 

submitting the doctoral dissertation outline to the supervisor, compile research results constituting his/her doctoral 

dissertation into a paper and submit and have the paper published (or accepted for publication) in a refereed 

academic journal issued by an academic society or the like. 

(1) The number of peer-reviewed publications in academic journals＊1 must be one or more (including those that  

have been accepted). 

(2) Only in cases where there is no appropriate academic journal for publication and upon obtaining approval of the 

supervisor group, a publication in a bulletin, etc. equivalent to an academic journal may be deemed as a peer-

reviewed publication. However, in such a case, it must be a single-author publication in a bulletin, etc. whose 

system for reviewing papers is well established (A paper co-authored with the student’s academic supervisor 

will not be accepted). In addition, when submitting his/her dissertation outline (when seeking permission for 

preliminary screening), the student must present comments by the supervisor confirming the absence of 

appropriate academic journals to his/her program. 

(3) The provisions in the preceding paragraph (2) shall apply to cases where a student submits a paper for 

publication in the Bulletin of the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University, to 

satisfy the requirements for undergoing the preliminary screening of his doctoral dissertation outline, etc. In 

such a case, a faculty member who belongs to the supervisor group for the student concerned may not become 

a reviewer for said paper. 

(4) In the case of a co-authored publication in an academic journal, the student concerned must be the first author. 

In cases where certain rules exist regarding the ordering of the names of authors, the student must be the 

corresponding author*2. In the case of co-authorship, the paper concerned may not be used to satisfy the 

requirements for undergoing a preliminary screening of other co-authors’ dissertation outlines, etc. 

However, the number of publications and other matters shall comply with the standards set forth by each students’ 

respective programs. 

 

＊1 Refereed academic journals issued by a domestic or international academic society, or international refereed academic  

journals. 
＊2 The individual who is the primary author of the relative publication. 

 

 



5. Screening Committee for dissertation screening (main screening) 

The Screening Committee for the screening of a dissertation and final examination shall be organized by three (3) 

or more faculty members relating to the contents of the doctoral dissertation as the Committee members and shall 

consist of one (1) chief referee and two (2) or more sub-referees. At least one (1) of the sub-referees shall be 

selected from among faculty members of other academic degree programs, other divisions, or other graduate 

schools of Hiroshima University. 

 

 

 


