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Marking 80 Years Since the Atomic Bombing:
Carrying Forward the Memories of Hiroshima

This year, Hiroshima commemorates the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombing. Across the city, there are over 200
cenotaphs and monuments honouring the victims, including the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Cenotaph in Peace Memorial
Park. Around 6 August, numerous memorial services and remembrance events took place. Hiroshima University—having
inherited the legacy of nine predecessor schools—features six monuments on its former campuses or near the bombing
sites, including those of its attached schools.

At the Hiroshima University Cenotaph for Atomic Bomb Victims on the Higashi-Senda Campus, we hosted presidents from
11 universities in 9 countries and regions. Together, we solemnly paid tribute to the souls of students—including
international students—faculty, and staff members, who fell victim to the atomic bombing, and we renewed our
commitment to the pursuit of lasting peace, including the abolition of nuclear weapons.

For Hiroshima University, founded in Hiroshima four years after the bombing with a mission to serve as a ‘University of
Peace,” this 80th anniversary represents a significant milestone. In recognition of this, the university has organized a range
of peace-related events. On 5 August, a ‘Peace Charity Concert’ took place at Satake Memorial Hall, featuring the
world-renowned opera singer Michie Nakamaru alongside Hiroshima University faculty members, students, and alumni.

On the following day, we convened the 4th ‘University Presidents for Peace Conference’. To date, over 30 universities have
participated in this event, with the level of discussions growing more profound each year. As part of our efforts to engage
younger generations, we launched the ‘Peace Study Tour’ in 2023 for students from our international partner institutions.
This year, more than 140 students from 16 countries attentively listened to lectures by Toshiyuki Mimaki, Representative
Director of the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations (Nihon Hidankyo)—recipient of the 2024
Nobel Peace Prize—and Keiko Ogura, a prominent hibakusha who shares her experience of the atomic bombing with others.
Despite the ongoing instability of the international order even after the end of the Cold War, the fact that no third city has
suffered a nuclear attack like Hiroshima or Nagasaki is undoubtedly due to the tireless efforts of the hibakusha. They have
devoted their whole lives to sharing their testimonies with the world. However, the average age of hibakusha in Japan has
now reached 86.13 years old, while the number of survivors has fallen below 100,000. Given this situation, the time is fast
approaching when there will be no hibakusha left. As this reality draws near, we feel the weight of our responsibility to
preserve their memories and pass them on to future generations.

In 2023, Hiroshima University announced the ‘President 5 Initiatives for Peace Sciences—New Peace Science (Creating
Peace for Safety and Security)” as our roadmap for future peace-focused efforts. While strengthening collaboration with
organizations both within and outside the university, as well as with ongoing initiatives, we will strive to become a university

that not only pursues peace but also actively creates it.
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