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The Year of the Fire Horse: Building a Radiant Future on the Foundations of Our Past

As we welcome the New Year of 2026, | would like to extend my sincere greetings on behalf of Hiroshima University. This year
corresponds to Hinoe-uma—the “Fire Horse”—in the traditional zodiac, recalling the ancient wisdom of China’s sixty-year cycle.
For centuries, the zodiac has symbolized the long flow of time in which natural principles and human endeavors intersect. In
Japan, it has become deeply rooted as a marker of renewal—most notably in the celebration of one’s sixtieth birthday, a moment
signifying a new beginning.

Sixty is also said to mark a turning point in healthy life expectancy. As an international research team reported in 2024, rapid
changes in immunity and metabolism occur around this age—a scientific finding that reminds us that both individuals and
institutions experience pivotal moments of transition.

In economics, the Kondratiev wave theory posits that economic cycles unfold in waves of roughly fifty to sixty years. Nature,
society, and institutions each possess their own rhythms, and their intersection is woven into the fabric of history. | feel that this
perspective carries significant implications for how a university develops over time.

In the previous Fire Horse year of 1966, Japan was in the midst of rapid economic growth, when Hiroshima University was also
expanding its academic foundations—such as by establishing the Department of Food Chemistry and Technology—laying the
groundwork for future advancement. It was a period when the stirrings of a major leap forward had already begun.

Today, by contrast, Japan faces major demographic challenges, including population decline and an aging society. Yet | do not
regard this as a moment for pessimism. True to the saying that “every crisis brings opportunity,” turning points in history have
often coincided with the birth of new creativity—and the role of universities becomes all the more indispensable. This spring, a
new industry-academia-government collaborative research building will be completed on the Higashi-Hiroshima Campus,
serving as an international hub for semiconductor and meta matter research. In the summer, the University of [daho Hiroshima
Campus—the first Japan campus of a foreign university in the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields—
will be launched. Furthermore, in September 2026 the Kasumi Campus will see the completion of Japan’s only vaccine and
pharmaceutical manufacturing center—the first of its kind operated by a university in Japan. Each of these developments clearly
demonstrates Hiroshima University's mission and potential as a comprehensive research university committed to shaping society
of the future.

In the words of Liu Xiang in the “Strategies of the Warring States”,"Past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide for the future,”
offering a timeless lesson. Building on the achievements and challenges we have faced throughout our history—including the
75+75th Anniversary Projects and the events marking the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima—we must
confront our past squarely and translate these experiences into future progress. In the spirit of Confucius’s teaching, “Onko
chishin”—to learn from the past and acquire new wisdom—we will continue to build on our accumulated academic knowledge and
connect it to new innovations.

To ensure that Hiroshima University remains a world-class academic center sixty—and even one hundred years—from now, we
have already embarked on new steps forward. Anchored firmly in our fundamental philosophy—“What can we do for our students
and junior researchers?”—we will pursue comprehensive reform and bold challenges across education, research, the

internationalization process, regional collaboration, and all other domains of our mission.
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