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Interpretation of Huang Ling-zhi’s “Selected One Hundred
Haiku “(1): Haiku written by Japanese in Post-Colonial
Taiwan

Yuka SHIMOOKA

Huang Ling-zhi (1928-2016) was a writer and haiku poet who primarily used Japanese as his
creative language in post-war Taiwan. He was one of the “Japanese language generation” that
received Japanese language education in Taiwan, which was under Japanese colonial rule during
his childhood and youth. Before his passing, Huang produced a wide range of works in Japanese,
including haiku, tanka, novels, essays, critiques, and children’s stories.

This paper focuses on “Selected One Hundred Hatku” (2015), which was the last work
Huang published in his lifetime, making interpretation on all the verses. Due to space limitations,
this paper will first cover verses one to twenty.

Huang Ling-zhi’s career as a poet spanned over 60 years, during which he produced various
haiku, including serious and emotional sketches, human interest poems, humorous verses, parody
verses, and those rich in narrative. Among these haiku, some are quite difficult to understand, yet
he skillfully distinguished between seasonal words in Taiwan and Japan, employing forms ranging
from traditional structured haiku to free-verse without seasons, utilizing tonal and rhythmic
variations to match the content. His methods were versatile, and the depth of each verse’s meaning

is revealed through detailed analysis.



