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Entrusting Our Pledge for Peace and Our Future to ‘The Inextinguishable Lamp of Learning’

On 7th August, the day after the anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, we held the unveiling ceremony for The
Inextinguishable Lamp of Learning, a monument erected on our birthplace campus in Higashi-Senda. The monument was erected as a
symbol of our commitment to passing on to future generations the aspirations of the pursuit of peace, the quest for knowledge, and a
commitment to serving society. These have been carried forward by all those connected with our university, including members of our
predecessor schools who lost their lives in the atomic bombing.

The monument features two sculpted shapes, one large and one small, inspired by the wings of a dove, a symbol of peace. They point
respectively toward the Atomic Bomb Dome and the direction of the sunrise on 6th August. The inscription also embodies our hope that
each and every person will reflect on peace, engage in dialogue, and take action. This aspiration is expressed in the following words:

Here we assemble beneath the inextinguishable lamp of learning,
drawing wisdom from the depths of antiquity,
and carrying our inquiry into the ages yet to come.

Peace is engendered through reflection,

sustained through noble discourse,

and realized through steadfast action.

From each step taken by a single soul,

ripples spread across the world,

Opening horizons for generations yet unborn.

Aspiring unto peace,

and confronting the unknown with courage and wisdom,

we affirm the enduring spirit shared by all

who have learned, taught, and labored within these halls.

May this sacred bond abide forevermore,

a testament of love and pride, and a quiet light that illuminates society.
Herein, we inscribe this solemn pledge.

Looking back, Hiroshima University was founded in 1949 through the integration of the largest number of predecessor schools among
Japan’s national universities. These nine schools were Hiroshima University of Literature and Science, Hiroshima Higher Normal School,
Hiroshima Technical College, Hiroshima Higher School, Hiroshima Higher Normal School for Women, Hiroshima Normal School,
Hiroshima Youth Normal School, Hiroshima Municipal Technical College, and Hiroshima Prefectural Medical College (later Hiroshima
Medical University). Before the war, Hiroshima was not only a regional center but also a distinguished city of learning, where students
from across Japan gathered to pursue higher education.

The Hakushima School, from which Hiroshima Normal School traces its origins, was founded in 1874. By a remarkable coincidence, that
same year also saw Seijukan, the predecessor of Hiroshima Medical School and a pioneering institution of modern medical education in
Hiroshima Prefecture, become a provisional medical school. Although Hiroshima Medical School was forced to close little more than a
decade later due to financial difficulties, it produced many physicians who would go on to leave an enduring mark on Japanese medicine.
Two such physicians were Yu Fujikawa, the pioneer of medical historiography in Japan, and Shiro Amako, who is said to have inspired the
character of Professor Amaki in Natsume S seki's/ Am a Cat.

As | reflect on the years spanning the prewar and postwar eras, | cannot help but think of those distinguished scholars who devoted
themselves not only to the pursuit of learning but also to the cause of peace after experiencing the devastation of the atomic bombing
firsthand: Arata Osada, an educator who served as professor at Hiroshima University of Literature and Science and later at the newly
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oI ED LS REANDBES established Hiroshima University; Yoshitaka Mimura, a physicist who likewise taught at both institutions; and Ichiro Moritaki, a
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DTLESHEEAS T, Kk philosopher who served first at Hiroshima Higher Normal School and subsequently at Hiroshima University.
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WOEHREDSNTONET, Now, more than one hundred and fifty years since the founding of our oldest predecessor school, we, the members of Hiroshima
CONTENTS University, bear the responsibility of carrying forward the aspirations and deeds of those who came before us, and of passing their legacy
o [EERKZESNS on to future generations. The Inextinguishable Lamp of Learning stands as a tangible expression of that resolve. It is our hope that this
01 jﬁtﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁ 13 ﬁﬁj’%%ki%%< *L\O)@E@% monument will serve not only as a source of pride for Hiroshima University alumni, but also for all those who have devoted themselves to
03 =ZRM%KIORESR 15 HU PRISM ﬂ ‘ [ &K (Hiroshima University) ‘ @ this university as faculty and staff, becoming a lasting bond that unites its past, present, and future.
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Hiroshima University will continue to fulfill its mission as a university in an atomic-bombed city and as ‘a university that builds peace.” We

AVRITSLTHFPYINAD are a university which fosters, through dialogue and education, individuals who carry the cause of peace forward, contributing to the
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