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Osaki-kamijima Island
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Fig. 1. Location map of observation area (closed circle; 34° 14’ N, 132°50" E).
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Fig. 2. A: The underwater photograph of Oulastrea crispata on the
muddy granite. B: A colony of Oulastrea crispata expanding tentacles
in the daytime.
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Record of the hermatypic coral, Oulastrea crispata (family: Faviidae) at the
shore region in Osaki-Kamijima Island, Seto Inland Sea, Japan
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Summary

A hermatypic coral, Oulastrea crispata (LAMARCK) is known to have wide distribution areas to
the northern limit of the distribution range in Faviidae. Little has been known for distribution
patterns of O. crispata around the Seto Inland Sea, temperate waters of Japan. In the present
study, we report the distribution record of O. crispata in the shore region of Osaki-Kamijima
Islands on the mid-western area of Seto Inland Sea. Ouwulastrea crispata was found in sub-tidal
biotopes (1-3 m depth), and each colony was relatively small, usually less than 10 ¢m in diameter.
Because O. crispata were found at least three different shore regions of Osaki-Kamijima Islands, it
is suggested that O. crispata commonly occur in the local geographic area around the island.
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