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Fig. 1. Male minor octopus, Octopus minor (mantle head length:124mm) with two
hectocotilized arms landed on Imabari Fish Market, Ehime Prefecture, on May 25,
2006. A: Whole body. B: Zoomed up representation of the left hectocotilized arm.
White horizontal bar shows 2cm long.

Fig. 2. Normal male minor octopus, Octopus minor with
one hectocotilized arm landed on Imabari Fish
Market, Ehime Prefecture, on January 15, which
had one hectocotilized arm on the third right one
only.

Fig. 3. Blistered male minor octopus, Octopus minor (mantle head length: 97mm) landed on
Imabari Fish Market, Ehime Prefecture, on April 16, 2007. A: Main part of the body. B:
Zoomed up representation of the blistered arms.
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Fig. 4. Blistered male minor octopus, Octopus
minor (mantle head length: 79mm) landed
on Imabari Fish Market, Ehime Prefecture,
on June 26, 2007. White rectangle is 10cm
by 25. In this photo the lowest arm is the
third right arm.
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On freak minor octopus, Octopus minor, found out
in Imabari Fish Market, Ehime Prefecture

Ryosuke Hicasameg, Yoichi Sakar and Hiroaki HasaimoTo

Graduate School of Biosphere Science, Hiroshima University,
Higahi-hiroshima, 739-8528, Japan

Summary

The three male freak minor octopus, Octopus minor were found out on Fish Market of
Imabari Fisheries Cooperative, Ehime Prefecture, Japan. One of them was the octopus landed on
May 25, 2006, which had two hectocotilized arms on both of the third right and left, though male
octopus usually has only one hectocotilized arm on the third right arm. It was seemed to be arisen
from the abnormal generation. Another ones were landed on the Fish Market on April 16 and
June 26, 2007, respectively. Both of them blistered and their body muscle shrank. This octopus
species is regarded to be one year lived. It was seemed that they were under abiotrophy before
the death of old age after spawning. The occurrence of freak minor octopus, Octopus minor was
thought to be rare phenomenon.
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