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NO; -N Flux of Streams in the Setouchi Region:
Effects of Fruit-Farmland Area, Water Reservoir,
and Alluvial Fan

Mitsuyo SAITO", Shin-ichi ONODERA", Tsutomu TAKEI" and Naoyuki NISHIMUNE™

" Faculty of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Hiroshima University
" Graduate School of Biosphere Sciences, Hiroshima University

Abstract : To confirm the effects of fruit-farmland area, water reservoir, and alluvial fan on nitrate load in short
streams, we measured runoff and collected water samples at five or eight sites in each of four streams, Seto
Inland Sea catchment. Nitrate load of the streams increased with increasing ratio of fruit-farmland area. At a
downstream site of water reservair, nitrate concentration showed a slight decrease. On the area widely domi-
nated by aluvid fan, it assumed that groundwater pollution by nitrate-nitrogen is accel erated with groundwater
recharge of stream water. It is necessary for conservation of water resourcesto consider function of these effects
aswell asriver-groundwater mixing.

Keywords : Setouchi region, NO;™-N flux, Fruit-farmland area, Reservoir, Alluvial fan
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