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Tourism to Heritage Sites with a Controversial History:
The Commemoration of War and Peace at Sites of the Pacific War
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In recent years, tourism to sites with a controversial history or a shadowed past have found an increasing interest among
scholars in the interdisciplinary tourism studies field as well as journalists in the popular media. New concepts like dark
tourism and dissonance in the management of heritage sites have marked a growing debate.
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: The focus of this lecture is on a discussion of heritage tourism to war memorials and historic landmarks associated with the
1 Pacific War 1937-1945. Eight sites, two in China, four in the U.S. and two in Japan, have been selected for a detailed

: examination of the commemoration of crucial moments and periods of the Pacific War. It is argued here that the

1 management of the chosen memorial sites reflects different cultural traditions in keeping the memory of the historic events
: in Japan, China and the United States.
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