Entrance Ceremony for the Phoenix Leader Education Program, Oct 2013
President Address

Firstly, I would like to express my congratulations to all of you at the opening of
our program “Phoenix Leader Education Program for Renaissance from Radiation
Disaster”.

The Phoenix Leader Education program aims to develop global leaders who can
work actively and interdisciplinary, with his or her creativity and capacity of
overviewing the things, under an industry-academia-government collaboration. For
this purpose, we gather students and teachers of the first rank from Japan and abroad.
This is a guaranteed unified masters and doctoral degree program with the
world-class quality.

In 2011, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
started to support the capable graduate schools to challenge such cultivation of
human resources as "Program for Leading Graduate Schools" of the highest
educational institutions.

Our program of Hiroshima University was adopted as a “composite category
(cross-sectional theme)” of the Program for Leading Graduate Schools in 2011, and
eight students entered as the first program students in October, 2012.

The entrance examinations for the second program students were carried out in
February, June, and July of this year, and | heard that they were severe examinations.
I would like to congratulate the eleven students who passed the exams.

Now then, with our accomplishments and experiences in Hiroshima University,
the goal of our program is to develop global leaders (Phoenix Leaders) who have the
judgment and behavioral abilities to take appropriate actions in circumstances of
radiation disaster, and to lead social recovery with a clear philosophy and innovative
interdisciplinary knowledge.

Those who start this program today have had different careers and educational
backgrounds in various fields. Some of you have already studied in the master’s
program, graduated from other universities, have had a full-time job, or have been
working actively as a professional in foreign institutions. From now, during the 4
years in the Radiation Disaster Medicine Course, or 5 years in the Radioactivity



Environmental Protection and Radioactivity Social Recovery Courses, | expect all of
you to study hard in order to be a Phoenix Leader and work globally. You will get the
full support of our university so that you can devote yourself to studies.

In addition, this program builds up from the degree programs of 8 among 11
graduate courses of Hiroshima University. Furthermore, Fukushima University,
Fukushima Medical University, Tohoku University, Nagasaki University, National
Institute of Radiological Sciences and Radiation Effects Research Foundation are
participating in this program, too.

Finally, 1 hope that many phoenix leaders, from the Phoenix Leader Education

Program, will successfully fly off and play an active role in the world. Let’s give our
best together!

Toshimasa Asahara, President of Hiroshima University
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