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Unit 8: Atomic weapons

Hiroshima &8

During the final stages of World War I, two atomic bombs were dropped on the cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. “Little Boy” was dropped on Hiroshima on August 6t 1945, followed by “Fat Man” over Nagasaki on
August 9n. They destroyed these two cities instantaneously.

At 8:15 on August 6tn 1945, Little Boy exploded above a domed building. Hiroshima became the first city
in the world to be the target of an atomic bomb. It is estimated that around 78,000 people, approximately 30
percent of the population of Hiroshima, were killed immediately. Another 62,000 died due to fatal injuries from
the radiation by the end of 1945. In addition, over 200,000 more people suffered from the effects of the atomic
bombing. Most of the casualties were civilians.

Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park is in the center of Hiroshima City. The park was built to remember those
who died and as a place to pray for the realization of lasting world peace. The location of Hiroshima Peace
Memorial
Park was once the city’s busiest downtown and residential district. The memorial park was built on an open area
that was made by the explosion. Today, it contains a number of memorials, monuments, museums, and lecture
halls. At one corner of the park stands the A-Bomb Dome. The building has been preserved in its ruined state
with its collapsed walls and bare ironskeleton. The ruin serves as a memorial to the people who were killed by
the atomic bomb. In December 1996, the A-Bomb Dome was registered on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Every year on August 6, the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony is held in the park. The ceremony takes
place in the morning from 8:00, in front of the Memorial Cenotaph. It is attended by many citizens, including
the families of the deceased. During the ceremony, a one-minute silence is observed at 8:15 for the victims of
the atomic bomb. In the evening of the same day, the lantern ceremony is held to honor their spirits. The

lanterns, with their messages of peace, float on the waters of the Motoyasu River.
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Read the following passage.

Sadako Sasaki (January 7, 1943-October 25, 1955) was
about one mile away from where the atomic bomb was dropped
on August 6", 1945. She was two years old at that time.

In January 1955, she was diagnosed with leukemia, caused
by radiation exposure. She spent her time in hospital making
origami (folded paper) cranes. Sadako believed that if she
could fold 1,000 paper cranes, she would recover to live a long
and happy life. In Japanese tradition, anyone who makes a
thousand origami cranes will be granted a wish. Her wish was
simply to live. At that time, origami paper was too expensive
and she used medicine wrappings and whatever else she could
find.

During her time in the hospital,
her condition gradually got worse.
She folded only 644 before her
death. Unfortunately, her wish did
not come true. On the morning of
October 25™, 1955, Sadako requested
ochazuke (tea over rice) and said,
“It’s good.” Those were her last
words. Sadako was 12 years old.

After her death, Sadako’s friends raised funds to build a
memorial to her and all of the children who had died from the
effects of the atomic bomb. A statue of Sadako holds a giant
golden origami crane in Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park.
Each year, thousands of Japanese and foreign visitors go to the
Children’s Peace Monument, and thousands of origami cranes
from all over the world are placed around the monument every
day.

& NOTES -
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Japanese Camps in the North-America after Pearl Harbor BZ A& #UR &
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Nobby Hayashi is a living reminder of Canada’s history. Seventy years after the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
he hasn’t forgotten the day police came to arrest his father.

“Why do we get treated this way when I fought for your country in the First World War? Is this what we
get?” he asked them. And there were no answers for that.

Within days of the attack on the US base in Hawaii, Canada had a new policy: No Japs from the Rockies
to the seas. Some 22,000 Japanese-Canadians were living in British Columbia at the time. And in February
1942, they were arrested and shipped off to inland camps, most for the duration of the war.

The Canadian government thought the Japanese were spies. Therefore, the Canadian government ordered
us to move away from the Pacific coast.

Citing national security, the government confiscated and sold their belongings, and held them in one of the
10 camps in the Rockies. For three years, thousands lived there, their children studying in one-room schools, the
men laboring as farm hands, timbermen or construction workers. Money was tight, and so were the living
quarters.

Each house had to have a minimum of five persons, a minimum of five and we were only three. So we had
one side, and another ... lady and a gentleman came on the other side—that’s how we lived.

At the end of the war, Japanese-Canadians were given a choice: stay east of the Rockies and far from the
Pacific coast, or as the government called it, accept ‘voluntary deportation’ to Japan. Irene still remembers her
father’s reaction.

That’s the first time I’ve ever seen him have tears rolling down his cheeks. And he just said, “What an
insult! What an insult!”

Irene and her fellow internees had to wait three years before being allowed back on Canadian soil, and

another forty before Ottawa issued an official apology to the families it sent away.
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Read the following passage.

On December 8, 1941
(Japan Time), Japanese
aircraft made a surprise
attack on the American
naval base of Pearl Harbor
in Hawaii. Nine warships
were sunk and 21 others

were severely damaged.

Over 2,000 people were killed. The following day, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt stated, “December 7th, 1941, a date
that will live in infamy.” In response to the attack, the U.S.A.
declared war. The Second World War had now expanded into
the Pacific.

At this time, many Japanese-Americans and Japanese
immigrants were living in Hawaii and on the west coast of
the U.S.A. The American government considered them to be
a risk. About 116,000 people of Japanese descent were sent
to internment camps. The internment camps were built in
remote places such as deserts. They were not allowed to leave
the camps unless they were seriously sick or badly injured.
Hygiene was also a problem, so many people suffered from
poor health.

On August 15, 1945, Japan surrendered unconditionally
and World War II ended. Following this, all the camps
were gradually closed. With the spread of the Civil Rights
movements in the U.S.A., young Japanese Americans began
the “Redress Movement.” They wanted to obtain an official
apology and compensation from the federal government. In
1976, President Gerald Ford stated that the internment was
“wrong” and “a national mistake which shall never again be
repeated.” In 1988, President Ronald Reagan made an official
apology to the interned Japanese-Americans. Compensation
was also paid to many of them, and a fund was established to

teach the history of the internment camps at schools nationwide.
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Unit 2: Giobal Warming

Environmental Threats to Our Planet i 2k8®E1{t

2007—just a year of environmental disasters or did the world finally wake up to going green?

This is a planetary emergency. This is our home—we must defend it.

Global warming is happening—and faster than many feared—hundreds of scientists say they have no
doubts left. Billions of the world’s poorest people face shortages of food and water as deserts spread, lakes dry
up and sea levels rise even further.

And the effects are already plain to see: “droughts, heavy precipitation, heat waves and the intensity of
tropical cyclones”; flooding forced hundreds of thousands from their homes across Asia, Africa and Mexico;
forest fires struck California and Greece. And we spilt thousands of tons of oil into our waters. We’re also
encroaching on our neighbors more than ever. 200 new species joined 16,000 others on the endangered
list—including the Sumatran orangutan, the Banggai cardinal fish and the Egyptian vulture.

But there has been some good news. The world’s just about agreed in Bali to set out a road map for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Many Parisians have switched from four to two wheels—the city launched
an armada of communal bikes. And Australia’s new government ratified the Kyoto protocol. Also from down
under a novel idea to combat global warming. Unlike cattle or sheep, when kangaroos pass wind they don’t give
off any environmentally harmful methane gas. So, forget your roast beef—go green by eating Skippy the

Kangaroo instead.
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Read the following passage.

Global warming is
the rise in the average
temperature of Earth’s
atmosphere and oceans.
Most scientists agree that
humans are contributing to
observed global warming.

In the last 130 years, the
Earth’s average surface
temperature has increased by about 0.8°C, with about two-thirds
of the increase occurring since 1980. Scientists are more than
90 percent certain that it is primarily caused by human activities
such as the burning of the fossil fuels and deforestation.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
has predicted that during the 21st century the Earth’s surface
temperature is likely to rise a further 1.1 to 2.9°C for their
lowest emissions scenario and 2.4 to 6.4°C for their highest.
According to the Fourth Assessment Report (AR4) by the
[PCC, warming and related changes will vary from region
to region around the world. For example, the effects of an
increase in global temperature include a rise in sea levels and
a change in the amount and pattern of precipitation, as well as
expansion of subtropical deserts. Global warming is expected
to be strongest in the Arctic and is likely to be associated with
the continuing retreat of glaciers and sea ice. Other likely
effects of warming include the more frequent occurrence of
extreme-weather events such as heat waves, droughts, ocean
acidification and species extinction due to shifting temperature
regimes.

Most countries are now parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Their
ultimate objective is to prevent dangerous human-induced
climate change. They have adopted a range of plans to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. The UNFCCC members have
stated that deep cuts in emissions are required.
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Unit 4: roverty and Hunger

Child Malnutrition in Niger &E & #14

These are regular visits to identify children suffering from malnutrition. Members of a local aid agency
measure the circumference of children’s arms. If they’re unusually thin, it can be a sign of poor health.

We came to do a large-scale screening, to see which children suffer from moderate malnutrition, which
from severe malnutrition, and which are healthy. So now we’re sorting them.

Malnourished children who show no other complications are referred to treatment centres. Here children
are weighed and given a check up. Mothers receive weekly rations including this special nutritious high-energy
paste. It’s key to helping their children get back on the right track.

First, he had diarrhea. Then he started to suffer from malnutrition.

I think my child will get better. We hope God will give us food to eat, that God will give us plenty to eat
so that these problems of malnourishment can be resolved.

Niger has one of the highest rates of childhood malnutrition in the world, with more than 12 percent of
under-fives acutely affected. That increases the risk of catching deadly diseases like malaria and pneumonia. To
give these children a chance, this district hospital has set up an intensive care unit where they can be cared for
for up to a month.

The children who come here, well, their chance of survival is, | would say, 99%.

Niger remains in the grip of a food crisis, due to persistent drought and high food prices. A recent report
by Save the Children said the lives of one million children in Niger are at risk. At least for these children,
treatment has come in time. But they need to maintain good levels of nutrition if they want to hope for a better

future.
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Read the following passage.

!

‘Save the Children’ a ] 3 - NOTES -
is the leading nongov- : 4 leading: FEBRICIZID
ernmental organization & b.\ "l
for children in need. ] in need: BHTH LETR
It provides programs i’
in over 120 countries, = >, .
including developed [ S,

countries such as the United States and Japan. It aims

to improve children’s health, education and economic

opportunities. To help children recover from the effects of war,

conflict and natural disasters, Save the Children sends rapid  conflict: #3%
assistance and provides food, medical care and education. It disaster: &
also helps communities rebuild through long-term recovery rebuild: #2935
programs. In 2010, Save the Children improved the lives of  long-term: £Hd
over 64 million children around the world. It has been working

to resolve the ongoing struggles children face every day such

as poverty, hunger, illiteracy and disease, and replace them illiteracy:

with hope for the future. SHBENTERNC
The organization sets up opportunities for you to help &, FEETF

children in need. One of the programs is called ‘Sponsor replace: BE&x 3

A Child’. A special feature of the program is that you can

develop a relationship between you and the children you help.

Through the program, you can improve the health and well-

being of children. The program also fosters a meaningful foster: BRI 3
relationship through letters and other correspondence across — correspondence:
borders and boundaries. At the website of Save the Children, BEFER
you can actually see a photo of a child you can help. If border: Ei
you would like to help children in a particular area or of a  boundary: 5
particular age range, you can specify these to some extent

before you register for the program. Sponsor A Child enables

you to gain a special experience as a benefactor and to witness  benefactor:
how your support helps a child in need. ®EE, BA
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Unit 1: Education and Gender

Creating Opportunities for Learning in Afghanistan and India #8&>z >4 —

The luckiest girls in Afghanistan. At least, that’s what the students at Kabul’s Totia High School believe.
They’re amongst the rare few who go to school. Women’s education was banned under the Taliban, who
confined girls to their homes. But almost a decade on, prejudices and fear are still keeping them away from
classrooms.

In rural areas these problems still exist. They only let girls go to school till the sixth grade. They still have
this fixed idea in their mind that girls should stay at home.

It’s not just attitudes that are preventing girls from learning. In 2008 alone, the humanitarian agency
CARE reported 670 attacks against education centers and students. The targets were mostly girls’ schools. Still
these young women remain undaunted.

We will always continue our education because we have Afghan courage. Whatever they do, it will not
stop our education. We will never be afraid.

In Afghanistan these are not hollow sentiments. Fourteen-year-old Nazira and almost 60 of her classmates
and teachers were taken to hospital in August after their school was hit by a severe gas leak. No one has been
charged, but many, including Nazira’s father, suspect it was a deliberate attack.

Why didn’t this happen to boys’ schools? Why were only girls’ schools affected? It’s because they don’t
want girls to go out of the house.

Progress is being made slowly despite the dangers. More than two million Afghan girls are defying the

odds and going to school, quietly paving the way for the students who will come after them.
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Read the following passage.

Dr. Madhav Chavan
won the World Innovation
Summit for Education
(WISE) Prize in 2012, which
is known as the “Nobel Prize

for Education.” He is the

co-founder and CEO of one
of the largest education NGOs in the world. Dr. Chavan was
awarded the prize not only for his innovative work in bringing
basic literacy and numeracy skills to India’s children, but also
for his education support to millions of poor families in India.

Dr. Chavan started helping uneducated slum dwellers in
Mumbai in the late 1980s after studying in the United States.
He was a chemistry lecturer at university. He said, “I had
friends working for women’s liberation. I had friends working
for the popularization of science. 1 said to them-—none of
these things you want to do are possible if people cannot read
and write.” He just wants every Indian to be literate.

After working with UNICEF and the city authorities, he
devised a method for providing an education to a huge number
of people in India at minimum cost. Dr. Chavan’s charity,
Pratham, organized lessons and recruited volunteers from the
local community. It brought business, government, and civil
society together to solve the problems of education in Mumbai.
Under the Pratham model, literate local people in slums and
villages teach illiterate children within their own communities.
Through this approach, he tackles a fundamental problem
of access to educational opportunity among India’s poor by
providing basic teaching salaries. The classrooms can be
anywhere: under shady trees, on stones next to a pavement, or
just in front of a blackboard in the narrow alleys of slums.

“Just like you need air, just like you need water,
Just like you need food, you need education.”
Dr. Madhav Chavan

_10_
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