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Abstract
1. Introduction

After the goal of “Achieving gender equality in access and achievement by 2015 and “Promote gender
equality and empower women” stated at the Jomtien and the Dakar, many developing countries realized
the importance of girls’ education and started to implement the policy or strategies to improve the
situation for girls to receive education. According to the Global Monitoring Report 2013/14, 112 out of
161 countries are going to achieve the gender parity by 2015. Since the Zambian government
implemented the Programs for the Advancement of Girls’ Education (PAGE) and Vision 2030 and
strategies guideline to create the opportunity for girls to receive education, female’s enrollment ratio had
showed large increase in primary and secondary schools in Zambia, but there was high dropout rate of
females than males. Pregnancy was the highest dropout reason (27%) followed by other reasons such like
economic (21%), marriage (13%) in countrywide in Zambia (Ministry of Education 2013). Urgent action
had to be taken in the area of adolescent fertility rate as Zambia was ranked as the fifth highest in
Sub-Saharan Africa (Status Report, 2012). To reduce the dropout rate due to pregnancy for girls and to
allow the pregnant girls to go back to school after they delivered their baby, Zambian government made
the Re-entry policy. There was the environment for girls to obtain education compare to two decades ago,
but the number of school girls got pregnancy every year and less than 50% of the pregnant girls went

back to school.

2. Objectives
The overall purpose of this study was to investigate the factors of early pregnancy and low re-admission
rate among school girls in Grade 7 to G11 in Kabwe Zambia from the several aspects. There were 2
specific objectives:
(1) To examine the factors leading to early pregnancy among school girls

(2) To determine the causes for girls to return and not to return to school



3. Methodology

Central Province, Kabwe was chosen as a research area as following reasons: the biggest shanty
compound in Zambia, high level of poverty, low re-admission, and poor education system. The research
was conducted from 26™ May 2014 to 20™ June 2014 on the high pregnancy rate and low pregnancy rate
schools. Total 7 schools were selected in Kabwe District. The total sample size was 421 and the outlines
were as follows: 14 Head Teachers & Teachers, 370 pupils, 3 personnel from Ministry of Education, 12
parents and 22 pregnant girls. The target grades were G7 to G11, because of their high pregnancy rate in
every year. This study was carried out with both qualitative and quantitative methods. Code matrix’s and
KJ method were chosen as the method to analyze the semi-structured interviews and Statistical Package
for Social Science (SPSS) was used for questionnaires to find out the percentages and frequencies.

4. Findings and Discussion

According to the findings there were five factors contributing school girls to fall into pregnancy such
as (1) Family (2) School (3) Individual (4) Socio-Cultural and (5) Government. Less support from parents
and school members and miscommunication between parents and teachers are the main causes leading
girls into early pregnancy and not to return to school. Due to the poor education function from entire
society, girls being vulnerable and lead girls to have low self-esteem. There was no close relationship
found among pregnant girls with parents, school, and community as common factors revealed in the study.
Large number of pregnant girls who were not back to the school faced the financial issue and this made
them difficult to return back to the school. But surprisingly, when comparing the background
characteristic, 75% of the girls who were able to return back to school rebuild the relationship with their
parents or relatives and got the support from them after delivering their baby. On the other hand, girls
who did not return to the school were mainly due to the negative attitude of their parents and relatives and
this causes less communication with them. Lack of support from parents, relatives, leads pregnant girls to

desolate sense of loss and failure to build their high self-esteem to continue studying for a bright future.

5. Conclusion

It was identified that family and school factors were the 2 main factors from the pregnant girls,
parents, teachers, pupils and Ministry of Education. Lack of parents’ guidance and support, lack of
teachers’ guidance and lack of communication amongst parents, school members and Ministry of
Education were the feedbacks received from the discussions. These cause the school girls to have low
esteem and indulging on activities which can hinder their future. Considerable attention must be given to
the missing relationship between pregnant girls, parents, and school. Community too plays a part to help
to avoid early pregnancy of school girls through proper educating methods. Strong involvement with all
of the stakeholders to get understand the situation of early pregnancy and share their own expectation and

the way forward to improve those problems are needed.
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ABSTRACT

The main focus of this study is to investigate the determinant of primary school dropout
of an over-age, repetition, and socioeconomic status in rural Laos; theauthor hopes to shed the
light on the following question:

1. Are there any effects of over-age, repetition and socioeconomic status on primary

school dropout in rural Laos?

2. Why students drop out in primary schooling?

3. What are the key underlying factors effect primary school dropouts?

This study has applied an analyzing method of an econometric model, Logit Regression,
in order to identify the determinants of primary school dropout. There were totally 277 in which
69 participant are dropout students, while the rest 208 participants are non-dropout students. The

analysis tool relies on the STATA program for computing and responding.




Based on the result, the author answer three research questions of the study as follow;
firstly, the over-age and repletion has influence primary school dropout in rural Laos, in which
pupils who are over-age for grade and pupils who experience grade repletion are more likely to
drop out before completing a primary education cycle. Pupils who are from ethnic minority seem
to drop out school than the otherwise. As socioeconomic status are not likely to have effects on
dropout decision. More interestingly, father education tends to have effect on dropout while

mother education attainment seems not having an effect on pupil’s dropout school decision.
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