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Luni Piya : A letter from Nepal

Dear all

| am doing fine at FORWARD. Last few days | have been visiting
some sites in Makawanpur district and doing some group activities
there. My field activities are going on fine.

Today | am at the FORWARD head office in Chitwan. | am preparing
for the seminar presentation which | am going to deliver here at FOR-
WARD on March 5th. | have attached a pic from my field visit.

Hope everyone else are having good time in your respective places.

Akane Morinaga:A letter from Bangladesh

mnk you for concerning about the situation here in Dhaka.

As all of you may know, there was outbreak of shooting due to Bang-
ladesh guard mutiny in Dhaka and many people including civilians
were killed. To follow Grameen Bank's directions, I've been spend-
ing time at hotel since Wednesday the day firefight broke out. I've
been doing very fine since first day of my internship.

Last week | stayed for 4days in rural area which is around 2-3 hours

far away from the capital, to learn and observe GB's grass-roots ac- :

tivities. The village and Branch Manager's home | stayed were so . s e
nice and | found that | prefer rural area rather than the capital be- . {/”9—{~//7=|=l._1(/ﬁ77-
cause of nature, people's hospitality, better environment (silence, 2a1-8yAICTEIREHEBDRREL
cleanliness)... &Y, 18—y 7R LIRE
| hope | can go to GB head office tomorrow and want to start my in- HHRBICAZKIRTLED, |EIC
ternship with Grameen Shakti. I'd like to attach a photo which was BitOBEFESLEELT. 18—
taken with Dr. Yunus. Luckily | could see him on the second day of oy 7bBEEhELE,

my ntarnship. YA EEEIF—OBEEE LT

Well, that's all for now and I'd like to wish you all the best for you. -
Take care. BFHRNENEEHZEEIEL N
RETLE.
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Phetkeo Pumanyvong  (Laos /44)

Onsite institution UNESCAP, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in Bangkok. Thailand
Period of internship 4 August 2008-29 October 2008
Field * Eco-efficient and Sustainable Urban Infrastructure Development in
Asia and Latin America

Impression of Internship

This internship was an incredible experience that I could never gain
elsewhere except for from participating in G.ecbo internship program.
It brings a great number of benefits in terms of professional and person-
al development. As a doctoral student, I am looking for a research
theme that I can contribute to finding possible solutions to economic, #l &
environmental and social issues facing the world today. This internship [
has enabled me to gain a better understanding of the complexity of ¥ 1™ .
these problems, and to identify the possibility of my future research ﬁﬁ%ﬂhb‘b%iot 4 J,).,_

direction and contribution. In addition, because of the internship, I was s L
able to interact and work closely with UN environmental experts, help- With other internees from
ing gain practical experience and strengthen my knowledge and re- all over the world

search skills in the relevant field.

Additionally, the internship brought me several personal benefits. First, due to this internship, I
was able to meet and know many excellent interns from various countries. This opportunity al-
lowed me to broaden my perspective on global issues, and build a strong global human network.
Through personal interaction and discussion with my fellow interns, I have learned my strengths
and weaknesses as well as our commonalities and differences. It helps enhance my interpersonal
and communication skills. Moreover, this internship offered me a platform that I was able to spend
and share a wonderful time with other interns and UN staff as well.

Advice to next internship student

Since most of the time UN interns conduct themselves independently,
it would be wise to make a clear workplan based upon your received s
assignments and responsibility, to consult periodically with your intern- |
ship progress with your supervisor. Furthermore, do not feel hesitate to
discuss and raise questions or difficulties facing you while doing an
internship. In general, UN staff adopt western working styles-free to
discuss, argue and raise questions. On top of that, take some time to
meet and get to know other interns will help you feel relaxed and build 1 B ALV EEE
a strong human network. This will be an incredible experience.

A moment during the internship
1 B4D{KB Holiday in Thai

Life in Bangkok F .
Despite the fact that there have been several political turmoils during
my internship, in general, Bangkok is a safe place to live or temporarily
stay. In Bangkok, people are very friendly towards foreigners, especial-
ly foreign tourists. In addition, Bangkok is one of the hottest tourist
destinations in the world, there are a lot of places worth to visit such as
the Grand Palace and the weekend market. You can enjoy a lot of
things during daytime and nighttime. However, please be careful while
crossing the street since traffic light systems are very confusing. More-
over, while walking in a crowded street or a place, please watch out for
Page 6 Yyours belongings. ‘
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