


Biographical	summary
1957: Born	in	United	States
1975–1980:	Studied	linguistics	and	mathematics	at	University	of	California	
and	University	of	Chicago
1983:	Moved	to	Japan	and	began	studying	Japanese
1986–2005:	Freelance	translator	and	lexicographer
2005–present:	Faculty	member	of	University	of	Tokyo
College	of	Arts	&	Sciences:	Develop	and	manage	academic	English	programs
Graduate	School	of	Arts	&	Sciences:	Conduct	and	supervise	research	on	
language	education,	language	policy,	lexicography,	etc.



The	superficial	problem for	research	in	Japan:
Japan	is	third	in	the	world	in	research	investment	and	in	number	of	
researchers	and	fourth	in	numbers	of	papers	published,	but	the	share	of	high-
impact	papers	has	fallen	from	fourth	to	ninth	in	the	past	ten	years.	Japanese	
researchers	also	write	relatively	few	jointly	authored	papers	with	researchers	
from	other	countries.



The	fundamental	problem	of	research	in	Japan:	Japanese	researchers	are	not	
contributing	to	the	progress	of	scholarship	worldwide	as	much	as	they	should
be	able	to.



Barriers to	greater	international	research	productivity:
Linguistic
Systemic
Cultural



Linguistic barriers:
English	as	an	international	common	language
The	disadvantageous	position	of	nonnative	English	speakers
The	differences	between	Japanese	and	English
The	weak	motivation	for	Japanese	people	to	acquire	English



Systemic	barriers:
Standardized education
Educational	and	research	institutions	with	many	internal	barriers
Various	barriers	to	international	exchange



Cultural	barriers:
Identity	as	Japanese
Assumptions	about	human	relationships
Assumptions	about	career	paths
Lessening	concern	about	Japan’s	international	position



Can	the	barriers	listed in	slides	6	to	8	be	overcome?



What	is	the	best	approach?
To	forge	connections	constantly	



Forge connections:
Between	departments
Between	institutions
Between	domains



Forge connections:
Between	academic	fields
Between	regions
Between	countries



Forge	connections:
Between	people



(I	discuss	to	what	extent the	individual	barriers	listed	in	slides	6	to	8	can	or	
cannot	be	overcome	by	focusing	on	forging	connections.)



Thank	you	for	listening.


