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HIROSHIMA UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE OF HISTORY OF MEDICINE
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The current state of medicine comes from an academic and cultural background bequeathed
to us by a long history of mankind. We firmly believe that medical education and medical
research should be conducted with an awareness of such a historical foundation, as well as of
the body of ethics that arises from that foundation. With such an object in mind, the Hiroshima
University Institute of History of Medicine was established on 2 November 1978, the first
facility of its kind among the national university medical schools in Japan.

In September 1957 the Faculty of Medicine in Hiroshima University relocated from the city
of Kure to its current site at Kasumi in the city of Hiroshima. Red brick structures originally
built there in the Meiji and Taisho eras as arms depots became used as campus facilities.
During the subsequent two decades they were gradually replaced by more modern medical
buildings. When only one of these red brick edifices remained, voices were raised that this
historical inheritance be preserved. As a result, red brick building “number 11” (built in 1915)
continued to be used and within it, in 1978, on the 30th anniversary of the opening of the
medical school, the Institute of History of Medicine was born. Some twenty years later,
however, the Institute had to be relocated to make way for construction of new wards in the
University Hospital. Because red brick building “number 11” itself was of historical
significance, given its architecture and its having withstood the atomic bomb and served as a
shelter for victims of the bomb, the present building for the Institute retains many features of its
predecessor, including the actual eastern face of the original structure. The present building
was completed in October 1999.

In this facility we have accumulated and now display various items from the past of medicine
in the world, in Japan, in Hiroshima, and in Hiroshima University. We hope that these materials
will raise a consciousness concerning the development of medicine and contribute to education
and research not only for physicians and medical researchers, but for all people.
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“Shokan-Rikusho” , a set of traditional Chinese
medical texts printed in the Edo period (1630)
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Genshin Udagawa and his medical text “Ihan-Teiko” (1808)
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Calligraphy by Seishu Hanaoka the 1st, who, in 1805,
first used general anesthesia
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J. A. Kulmus “Ontleedkundige Malpighii: “Opera Omnia” (1686) Eustachio: “De Ontleedkundige Plaaten”
Tafelen” , translated into Japanese (translated into Dutch by van Bonn) (1798)
by Genpaku Sugita et al. (1774)
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Wooden skeleton by Ryoetsu Hoshino (1792)
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