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insight on US higher education system.

The internship opportunity has shifted my perspectives, and brought about a brighter v =3
outlook on academic learning and cultural difference. The experience was highly inspirational, and it has, to some extent,
developed me academically, professionally and socially. I got the chance to participate in PIE Teaching Conference and TA
Orientation, to observe the transitional training programs which support students and faculty members to be able to change
from Blackboard to Canvas Learning Management System, to shadow the classes of a teaching assistant in the College of
Education, and attend the doctoral seminars and undergraduate classes in the College of Business, and to participate in
one of the Fall 2017 PIE Coffee Hour and Teaching Workshop Series. One of the most interesting things was that [
witnessed the alteration from one instructional site to another. Florida State University has chosen Canvas as a
replacement to its almost 20—year—old Blackboard. FSU Canvas transition team claims that Canvas retains most of the
Blackboard functionalities while offering additional and more user—friendly features. Moreover, through the doctoral
seminars in the College of Business, 1 gained some new ideas for modifying the conceptual framework of my current
research. As far as possible, I will try to utilize the knowledge and skills gained through this internship for my future career
development. -8
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To participate in and attend the Program for Instructional
Excellence (PIE) conference, related workshops, and class
observation, To learn the role of TA’s work in College of
Education and College of Engineering, FSU

Objectives

The main objective was to participate Program for Instructional Excellence also known as PIE conference andwto attend
related workshops. PIE is a university—wide program that provides and assists the graduate students to become not only
Teaching Assistant (TA) but also future career as an instructor in university. Professors, former PIE associate, and staffs
from each department explained the role of TA, disciplines, and so on. The student who did not participate in this program
will not be eligible to work as TA in FSU. I went both College of Education and College of Engineering to observe the
classrooms and laboratories to learn the role of TAs from each College. For College of Education, TAs, also called
instructors, must teach instead of professor and the syllabus and curriculums are developed by professors. There are three
kinds of TAs at College of Engineering; Instructor, Grader TA, and Lab TA. All graduate students must become TA,
especially Ph.D. students. It was quite different with TAs from College of Education. Their responsibility was to demonstrate
how to install and run the machines and test the students both written and oral. This program and TA system are very
useful for the students who want to become a teacher in university. As a teacher, | was very impressed and [ gained a lot
of ideas on how to conduct this kind of program in my own country, Myanmar.
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G.ecbo will call for 2018 participation in April! Go to our website
for the list of intern locations and further details.
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